Dear Island Lake Families,

It’s that time of year again!  This year’s Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments II (MCAII) will take place on April 14 and 15 (Reading) and again on April 21 and 23(Math).  All of our third, fourth, and fifth graders will take part in this assessment.  Later in April our fifth grade students will participate in the MCII Science test.

During these weeks please ensure that your child is in attendance.  There are other things parents can do to help their child do their best on these assessments:  ensure a good night’s sleep, maintain a consistent schedule during these days, provide a healthy breakfast, make sure your child is to the bus stop without having to rush (or if you transport your child, please plan accordingly), and remind your kids to do their best work.  

Our teachers work with your children all year to provide a top quality education.  These assessments and the NWEA MAP testing which will follow in the next few weeks are based on standards which help Island Lake and the Mounds View Schools measure progress toward state standards.  Specifically the MCAII is used to determine if we achieve Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) toward all students being proficient by 2014 (as established in No Child Left Behind).  

If you would like more information about testing you can visit the Minnesota Department of Education website at http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Accountability_Programs/Assessment_and_Testing/Assessments/MCA/Info/index.html.  At this site you can find information about test specifications, samples, and tips for further supporting and preparing your child.  If you have any other questions, please call me at 651.621.7003.
