Upcoming Workshops: Visit www.pacer.org - workshops to register and for a complete list of workshops.

a.. Early Childhood

a.. Challenging Behaviors and Early Childhood

The workshop addresses how infants and toddlers may express their wants and needs through challenging behaviors. The session will provide parents with strategies to help their children communicate in socially acceptable ways.

Thursday, March 1, 6:30pm - 9:00pm (PACER Center) - Register 

a.. Developing Goals and Related Services to Meet Mental Health Needs

This workshop is for parents of children who have disabilities and co-occurring mental health disorders and the professionals who work with them. It explains how to write goals, supports, and objectives into an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or Individual Interagency Intervention Plan (IIIP) to support mental health needs. 

Thursday, March 1, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (Chaska) - Register

Monday, March 12, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (St. Cloud) - Register 

a.. Federal Parent Training

a.. IDEA: Understanding the Special Education Process

The workshop outlines the basic principles of special education with materials to help parents organize their child's special education records. Topics include free, appropriate public education, evaluation, resolving disagreements, and the Individualized Education Program (IEP).

Monday, February 12, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (Woodbury) - see flyer - Register

Monday, March 5, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (Grand Rapids) - Register

Thursday, March 15, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (Bloomington) - Register

 

b.. Is Your Child a Target of Bullying

This workshop offers intervention strategies for parents of children with disabilities who may be targeted by bullies at school.

Tuesday, March 27, 7:00pm - 9:00pm (Bloomington) - Register 

Skills for Effective Partnership

a.. This interactive workshop will present ideas for parents of special education students to use when communicating with school staff. Options for resolving differences also will be addressed.

Tuesday, March 6, 6:30pm - 9:00pm (PACER Center) - Register 

The Student with ADHD at School

a.. Guest presenter: Matthew Cohen

Nationally known speaker and Illinois attorney Matthew Cohen will help parents and others understand how the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act apply to schools serving children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorders (ADHD). Cohen's practice represents families of children with disabilities.

Monday, April 30, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (PACER Center) - Register 

MN Statewide Family Network

a.. Community Voices: Services for Youth with Emotional or Behavioral Disorders

This workshop for parents and service providers, sponsored by PACER and the Minnesota Statewide Family Network (MSFN), will provide information on access to county and school services, basic rights, developing positive behavior interventions, and IEP strategies.

Thursday, February 8, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (St. Paul) - see flyer - Register 

Tuesday, March 6, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (Rochester) - Register 

b.. Transition for Youth with Disabilities and Behavioral Needs: Strategies for Planning

This interactive workshop, sponsored by PACER and the Minnesota Statewide Family Network (MSFN), is for parents of children with disabilities who are 14-21 and are writing a transition IEP. Information on postsecondary options, jobs, community living, home living, and recreation and leisure will be discussed. Transition aged students (16+ ) are invited!

Thursday, February 15, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (Pine City) - Register 

Tuesday, April 12, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (Willmar) - Register 

a.. Parent Partnership Project

a.. Successful Transitions

Tuesday, February 20, 6:30pm - 9:30pm (PACER Center) - Register 

a.. Rehabilitation

a.. Apprenticeships: Exploring New Roads to Work

b.. The workshop will help families learn about opportunities that apprenticeships can provide. A representative from the Minnesota Department of Labor, Apprenticeship Unit will talk about what programs are available and their requirements.

Thursday, February 1, 7:00pm - 9:30pm (Richfield) - Register 

Packing for Transition

a.. The workshop is for families of youth with disabilities that are in the transition process (age 14 and over). Jayne Spain, Minnesota Department of Education, will talk about opportunities and strategies for youth as they enter and complete high school and move toward postsecondary education, work and adult services.

Thursday, February 22, 6:30pm - 8:30pm (Anoka) - Register 

Wednesday, March 7, 6:30pm - 8:30pm (PACER Center) - Register 

Post Secondary Training and Education Options for Youth with Asperger's

a.. This workshop is for families of youth with Asperger's Syndrome or similar cognitive and behavioral disabilities. The speaker, Lisa King from the University of Minnesota, will address current models and options available for additional education and training for youth graduating from high school.

Tuesday, February 27, 7:00pm - 9:00pm (Minneapolis) - Register 

Social Security for Transition Age Youth

a.. A Social Security representative will speak about programs for transition-age youth. Among the topics: the difference between Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), what the "Ticket" program involves and what "PASS" means for young adults.

Thursday, March 15, 6:30pm - 8:30pm (Anoka) - Register 

Boardmaker Basics

a.. In addition to hand-on activities, methods for making picture communication symbols, schedules, and charts will be demonstrated. Parents and professionals will learn how to create their own symbols, import pictures from the Internet, and use them at home and in the classroom. 

Monday, February 12, 5:00pm - 8:00pm (Northfield) - Register 

b.. Creation Station: Hand-Colored Photos

Guest Presenter: Kelly Povo

Guest artist Kelly Povo will lead a photography session and teach children with and without disabilities how to hand-color black and white photos. The session includes taking individual photos of participants and decorating frames for them.

Saturday, January 27, 10:00am - noon (PACER Creation Station) - Register 

c.. Creation Station: Magic Nuudle Mania

Saturday, March 24, 10:00am - noon (PACER Creation Station) - Register 

d.. Creation Station: Race Car Rally

Saturday, February 24, 10:00am - noon (PACER Creation Station) - Register 

e.. Hands-on with Freedom Box

Freedom Box is a portable tool to help Windows XP users who are blind or visually impaired to access and navigate e-mail and the Internet. During the workshop, participants will receive hands-on instruction.

Thursday, February 22, 6:30pm - 9:00pm (PACER Computer Lab) - Register 

Internet Use for Education and Daily Life

a.. The Interne can offer a way to be involved with others their own age. This workshop will teach parents and children and young adults with disabilities responsible and creative uses of the Internet. Participants will learn how to use a search engine; how to avoid unwholesome sites; how to create a Web page, and many other Internet skills. 

Saturday, March 24, 2007, 9:00am - 12:00pm (PACER Computer Lab) - Register

Saturday, September 22, 2007, 9:00am - 12:00pm (PACER Computer Lab) - Register 

a.. How to Find and Fund Assistive Technology in Minnesota

Participants will to learn about state and local resources for trying and acquiring assistive technology. The event is an opportunity to network with local partners in assistive technology and to receive information about grant and loan programs.

Tuesday, March 6, 6:00pm - 9:00pm (Brainerd) - Register

Friday, April 20, 2:00pm - 5:00pm (Mankato) - Register 

The workshop introduces the concept of assistive technology and related legal requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA2004). Participants will receive tips on selecting assistive technology devices and an introduction to the Minnesota Assistive Technology Manual.

Tuesday, February 6, 6:00pm - 9:00pm (Brainerd) - Register
Friday, March 2, 2:00pm - 5:00pm (Mankato) - Register

