
 
 

Public Participation and the School Board 
Opportunities for community and School Board communication 

 
 
Citizen participation is valued in Mounds View Public Schools. There are a number of ways residents can 
communicate with members of the School Board. 
 
Regular School Board meetings (recorded and televised)  

Open Forum does 
NOT provide a two-
way dialogue or 
interactive discussion 
with the School 
Board. 

OPEN FORUM 
In general, the School Board meets at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month. Most meetings are held at Snail Lake 
Education Center, 350 Highway 96 West, Shoreview.  
 
Individuals who wish to address the School Board during a regular  
School Board meeting may do so during the Open Forum portion of     
the agenda. This grants speakers the opportunity to make a presentation limited to three minutes. A 
speaker may choose to distribute materials when addressing the School Board. 
 

Live cablecast of meetings 
Regular School Board meetings are cablecast 
live on cable channel 20, and rebroadcast in their 
entirety daily at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

The Board asks that each speaker who has signed up to address the School Board state their name and 
address for the record. Speakers are asked to refrain from using this forum to criticize or complain about a 
specific employee by name. The School Board takes into 
consideration comments made by the public at Open Forum 
but is not obligated to respond to or debate issues in this 
forum. Questions, concerns and requests may be directed to 
the appropriate administrator for review or response. 
Speakers who desire a written response to a specific question, may request it. 

   
To participate in the Open Forum, individuals must fill out a registration sheet found 

on the counter inside the Board Room prior to the 7 p.m. meeting start. Speakers are asked to 
sign their name, address, school or organization represented, and give a brief summary of the 

intended statement.  
 
School Board Work Sessions (NOT recorded or televised) 
The School Board holds Work Sessions to study issues in more depth. No 
formal action is taken during Work Sessions. Work Sessions are typically 
held at 6 p.m. on the first Thursday of each month at Snail Lake 
Education Center and are open to the public. 

Those attending 
Work Sessions should 
NOT expect a two-
way dialogue or 
interactive discussion 
with the School Board 
during the session. 

 
Whenever personal schedules permit, School Board members will remain 
after Work Sessions to engage in informal discussion with community 
members in attendance.  
 
 
 



Focused Forum meetings (recorded and televised)  
Focused Forums DO 
PROVIDE a two-way 
dialogue or 
interactive discussion 
with the School 
Board. 

As necessary, the School Board may host Focused Forums as an agenda  
item during a Regular School Board meeting. Focused Forums are 
devoted to specific topics of interest as identified by the Board or 
community. During Focused Forums, the School Board or 
administration typically makes a factual presentation, sometimes 
including a recommendation, followed by a structured 
question/answer/commentary session.  
 
 
School Board/Community meetings (NOT recorded or 
televised)  

School 
Board/Community 
meetings DO PROVIDE 
a two-way dialogue or 
interactive discussion 
with the School Board. 

As necessary, the School Board may host community meetings, 
typically held in local community meeting spaces. These meetings are 
devoted to topics of interest as identified by the Board or community. 
Budget balancing and issues of community/Board vision for the 
schools are common topics discussed during School 
Board/Community meetings. Like Focused Forums, these meetings typically begin with a School Board 
or administration presentation followed by a structured question/answer/commentary session.  
 
 
General communication with School Board members 

Board members welcome the opportunity to hear the public’s thoughts and discuss issues. 
Comments or information provided by individual  
Board members do not necessarily represent the viewpoint of the entire 
School Board. 

 
 

School Board contact information: 
Jon Tynjala, Chair 
651-636-3078  
Jon.Tynjala@moundsviewschools.org

Greg Madsen 
651-631-8587  
Greg.Madsen@moundsviewschools.org

Barb Bollum, Vice Chair  
651-636-3156  
Barbara.Bollum@moundsviewschools.org

Susan Murphy 
651-484-9028  
Susan.Murphy@moundsviewschools.org

Lisa Sjobeck, Clerk  
651-490-9158 
Lisa.Sjobeck@moundsviewschools.org

Marre Jo Sager  
651-636-1941  
MarreJo.Sager@moundsviewschools.org

Bob Helgeson, Treasurer  
651-490-9229  
Bob.Helgeson@moundsviewschools.org

Dan Hoverman, ex-officio, 
Superintendent  
651-621-6001 
Dan.Hoverman@moundsviewschools.org
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FEEDBACK FORM 
To suggest topics for discussion or to offer a comment or question, community members are encouraged 
to complete this form and leave it with a School Board member or administrator. 
 
Comment, question or suggestion for more discussion: ________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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