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No ordinary day to mourn no
ordinary schoolteacher

Classroom becomes an homage to a
teacher who lived life at full throttle.

The day was over and most of the students

had gone home from what was probably one
of the hardest school days of their young

lives. Her eighth-grade classroom at

Highview Middle School in New Brighton, the
scene of tears and hugs all day, was just as
beloved teacher Jodi Maurer-Knudson left it

-- a now silent homage to a life lived full-
speed and without reservations.

The room was empty of students, but not of
emotions, or the ideas she held dear.

A collage hung in the corner, put together by
her husband, Joe, featuring photos and
artwork by her kids, Max and Sam. A sign on
the wall said, "Equal Rights are not special
rights." Another at the front of the room
above her desk said, "How do you live your
life when nobody's watching?"

Maurer-Knudson, 38, or "Mrs. M-K," as
everyone called her, died suddenly over the
holiday vacation of unknown causes. Monday
was the first day back for students and

colleagues, and there was a noticeable pall as
students moved through the hallways. Some
chose to remember her, others just tried to
get through that first class without her
vibrant personality, her firm hand and her
constant support.

Just outside Principal Heather Timmons
office, 13-year-old Araceli Renteria hugged
teacher Mary Doroff, a tear rolling down her
cheek.

"I'll be here if you need me," Doroff told her.

The school did what it could, bringing in
counselors, allowing students to grieve alone
or together. But these are teenagers, full of
emotions and questions, so it wasn't easy.

"This is really a tight-knit school," said
Timmons, who is serving her first year as
principal. "Because of Jodi's personality, a lot
of students are really close to her. I've been

in education for 12 years, but I've never met
anyone like her."

That has made the loss more difficult, but it
will make the healing easier. A Facebook page
in Mrs. M-K's honor had more than 1,400
entries, most telling about how the teacher
helped them through tough times,

encouraged them and just made them feel

|
L

| Tangel comphobd lor the locabon nearest you One

4x6" Kodak instant prints s

This coupon & infended for use by the angnal recps ‘Hll‘l“‘l‘ I|
9856-0113

enl only and s vwoid if copied, scanned Eransfered
parchased, sold or profsbied by law. Lmi one offer
ol WEnBACRen. SICards and i will fol Be Rcluded
i celETINING puichass tial Mo cash valus. Offer
avalahle at Targat One Hoaur Phols Leba Go 1o
13-1B82-4B74-

Hais sefvics mfled b i e oo pacty

1
i
74-0306-2005-84 |

Advertisement

[ N e T v P A e e T A R e T SR e R ) S e IR et e A Ty a
i TARGET WEB COUPON EXPIRES 2/27/10 |
|

i

: 25¢ each 5 &

i with purchase of twenty-five .

|

|

|

i

http://www.startribune.com/templates/fdcp?1262703344234

Print Powered By (@ |FormatDynamics”

1/5/2010



http://www.startribune.com/local/north/80672692.html?elr=KArks:DCiU1PciUoaEYY _4... Page 2 of 2

StarTribune.com

| hitp:/startribune.com

better about themselves.

Those students will never forget the kinetic
energy in the classroom, the way she sang
"the Friday song" at the end of each week or
how she played the kazoo on their birthdays,
or the tattoo on her ankle that read: "l am
part of all I have met."”

Renteria will not forget the day she didn't feel
like eating lunch. Mrs. M-K asked if
something was wrong, or if she needed
money. Renteria said no. "So she went and
made me popcorn," she said.

"She pushed us, but not in a bad way," said

Drew Wojchik, 14. "She was just very special.

She always used to tell us: "The best way to
predict the future is to change it."™

Timmons said that at a time when teachers
find it easier to simply remove disagreement
and controversy from the classroom, Mrs. M-
K challenged students to discuss and
confront their feelings and opinions. When a
student uttered a homophobic slur, she

called him on it and discussed it in class.
"Everything was a teaching moment,"
Timmons said. And Mrs. M-K was somehow
"able to break through the hard shell" of
tougher Kids.

"She was real, and she was honest, and the
kids responded to that," Doroff said. "When
you left her presence, you felt like you were a
good person."

Doroff said young parents are often engaged
in silent "parent wars" where they try to
outdo each other. "She had no time for that,
yet she and Joe are the best parents we
know," Doroff said.

Students said you didn't leave the class, or

the relationship, at Mrs. M-K's door. Noah
Mattio-Garcia mentioned he was reading the
novel "Atlas Shrugged,” so Mrs. M-K asked to
borrow it so they could discuss it. “She
understood you a lot when you were having a
bad day," he said.

A day like Monday, when Highview Middle
School mourned the loss of a teacher it
loved, but its students came a little closer as
they talked about how Mrs. M-K was living
proof of the mottoes she hung on the
classroom wall. That includes the one above
the door that students saw as they left the
room.

It said: "Life's Too Short to be Ordinary."

jtevlin@startribune.com ¢ 612-673-1702

Advertisement

|
L

enl only and s vwoid if copied, scanned Eransfered

parchased, sold or profsbied by law. Lmi one offer

| ol WEnBACRen. SICards and i will fol Be Rcluded

I de-'l:fnrmga purchass total Mo cash valus. Offer
9856-0113

| Tangel comphobd lor the locabon nearest you One

TARGET WEB COUPON

25¢ each

with purchase of twenty-five
4x6" Kodak instant prints

This coupon & infended for use by the angnal recps

avalahle at Targat One Hoaur Phols Leba Go 1o

Hais sefics hinfled b g chpacty

(0306-4005-84

13188248 r4-

Print Powered By

http://www.startribune.com/templates/fdcp?1262703344234

g FormatDynamics™



