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CALENDAR

April 21-April 25
Monday, April 21
Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)

7:50 a.m. 5" Grade Orchestra

7:50 a.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 206

10:30 a.m. PACER Puppet Show, Kdgn

1:00 p.m PACER Puppet Show, Kdgn

3:25 p.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 102

5:00-7:30 p.m. Culver’s Night, Vadnais
Heights

Tuesday, April 22 1o

MCA Testing-Math
Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)

7:45 a.m. African Music Ensemble
7:50 a.m. 4™ Grade Orchestra
9:30-11:30a.m. Grade 2 (Sheppard)

Pearl Vision
3:25 p.m. Advanced Spanish, Rm 400
3:25 p.m. Beginning German, Rm 201

Wednesday, April 23
MCA Testing-Math
Administrative
Professionals’ Day!
Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)
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7:45 am. 5" Grade Band

7:45 a.m. 4" Grade Choir

3:25 p.m. Advanced Spanish, Rm 111
3:25 p.m. Beginning German, Rm 103
3:25 p.m. Beginning French, Rm 118

Thursday, April 24
Take Our Daughters & Sons to Work Day!
Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)

7:45 am. 5" Grade Choir

7:50 a.m. Advanced Spanish, Rm 206
3:25 p.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 201
3:25 p.m. Beginning Chinese, Rm 117

Friday, April 25
Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)
7:45 a.m. Chess Club, LMC
"W:SO a.m. Student Council, Rm 400

:50 a.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 206
12:30 — 3:00 p.m.—4™ & 5™ Grade Orchestras

to Island Lake for Concert

3:25 p.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 201

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

““A person is rich according to what they are,
not according to what they have.”

rtle Tales
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Principal Perspectives by crig sundberg
“Safe Haven for Learning”

When surveyed as to characteristics of a successful school, most
parents agreed that the provision of a safe and protected school
environment within which our students can flourish both academically
and socially is of the utmost importance. This notion is also shared
widely by staff and administration alike.

As a staff, we contend that the most important factor in meeting the
needs of our students lies in the creation of a safe school climate. The
solution in making schools safe is not adhering to a strict zero tolerance
policy, but is grounded in the need to create positive interventions that
get at the root of any difficulty. We know that a healthy and safe
environment will produce optimal learning experiences.

At Turtle Lake, parents report that they strongly feel that we provide a
safe and welcoming environment while providing clear expectations for
positive student behavior. Addressing behavior issues and dealing with
them fairly and consistently is very important to our staff. School
safety is everyone’s business. The best safety effort will involve all
aspects of your child’s school, including classroom instruction, school
services and our school climate.

I recognize that with over 900 students, the very idea of school safety
can be overwhelming and perhaps somewhat intimidating. The one
thing that really sticks with me is the frequent feedback I get from
visitors who are at our school for a variety of reasons. The general
theme that | so often get is “Wow, are your students ever good here!” |
even received a phone call last week from someone who happened to
be at the McDonald’s that our band was at during a day of multiple
performances. He said he was blown away by our students’ positive
behavior and courteous mannerisms. On a weekly basis we have
people visiting our school who comment in similar ways.

(Principal Perspectives continued on next page.)

THEME OF THE WEEK

Be a Generous and Unselfish Person
e Know that the surest way to be happy is to make others happy.
e You are an important link in the chain of generosity.
Generosity is passed on from person to person and has the
ability to impact people in many ways.
e Be a person who speaks of others in a positive way and who
supports others in their efforts.




CALENDAR

April 28-May 2 \

Star Lab (Gr. 1-5) )

7:50 a.m. 5" Grade Orchestra Qﬂ%
7:50 a.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 206 %
1:45 p.m. Spring Orchestra Concert, Gym
3:25 p.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 102

7:00 p.m. Spring Orchestra Concert, Gym
7:00 p.m. PTA General Meeting, Turtle Hall

Tuesday, April 29
Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)

7:45 a.m. African Music Ensemble
7:50 a.m. 4th Grade Orchestra

3:25 p.m. Advanced Spanish, Rm 400
3:25 p.m. Beginning German, Rm 201

Wednesday, April 30
Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)

7:45 am. 5th Grade Band

7:45 a.m. 4th Grade Choir

3:25 p.m. Advanced Spanish, Rm 111
3:25 p.m Beginning German, Rm 103
3:25 p.m. Beginning French, Rm 118

Special Ed goes to a Movie!

Thursday, May 1 TyRn

School Spirit/Food Drive
Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)

7:45 am. 5" Grade Choir

7:50 a.m. Advanced Spanish, Rm 206

9:30-3:00 4th Grade Orchestra Tour

3:25 p.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 201

3:25 p.m. Beginning Chinese, Rm 117

Friday, May 2

Star Lab (Gr. 1-5)

7:45 a.m. Chess Club, LMC /

7:50 a.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 2064,

2:00 p.m. African Music Ensemble
Concert w/Choir

3:25 p.m. Beginning Spanish, Rm 201

DATES TO NOTE

Monday, May 26 & Tuesday, May 27
No School—Memorial Day &

Elementary Transition Day

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Allow your friends to make mistakes, and give
yourself the same freedom.”

Monday, April 28 (‘\\\1 1

Principal Perspectives continued...

Positive student behavior and having high expectations is a priority for
our parents. Does this mean that we don’t have issues and concerns?
Of course not. The question is whether we have systems in place to
deal in a proactive manner with anticipated misbehavior and
misconduct. The rule of thumb that I have is to encourage our staff to
respond immediately with what may be considered the “small” stuff.
If this is done in a consistent and equitable manner, we can certainly
minimize the “bigger” stuff.

What is the small stuff? I guess when | was in elementary school the
most immediate concerns were chewing gum and running in the halls.
Behavioral concerns have changed over the years. Issues of respect
and personal safety take center stage now. Students emulate role
models who are questionable. Television and movies influence our
students in both offensive language and violent conduct. How do we
respond to misbehavior?

e Our staff consists of specialized personnel who have training and
expertise in dealing with behavioral issues.

e Our psychologist, social worker, behavior manager, student
services assistant, special education staff, all are equipped to handle
situations as they arise.

e Our classroom teachers do an exemplary job of integrating facets
of a preventative health curriculum into core curriculum discussions
and lessons. Students become aware of choices they have and options
for reacting.

We have two district wide programs that are housed in our building.
Students are mainstreamed into heterogeneous classrooms as much as
possible. Many of these students are accompanied by necessary
personnel who provide support and additional assistance to the
mainstream teacher. So many of our students benefit from being
positive mentors and role models to many of these children.

I recognize that communication is a vital key to sustaining a safe
school environment. | urge you to call me or Mr. Johnson should you
feel further discussion is warranted. We, like you, take school safety
very seriously and want to assist in any manner we can. | welcome
any input you feel would be beneficial to the overall safety of our
building.

THEME OF THE WEEK

Ask for Forgiveness and Forgive Others
¢ If you have made a mistake and owe another person an
apology, do what is right and say, “I’m sorry. Please forgive

me

e If someone offends you, forgive him/her and do not blame him/
her or hold a grudge.

e You will be happier and more positive if you forgive and
forget.




ABOUT OUR SCHOOL

Respect, Responsibility, and
the Right to Learn!

Turtle Lake Elementary School

1141 Lepak Court

Shoreview, MN 55126

Craig Sundberg, Principal

Darin Johnson, Student Services
Assistant

School Hours

School day begins at 8:50 a.m.

Students enter building at 8:35 a.m.

Kdgn a.m. session: 8:50-11:30 a.m.

Kdgn p.m. session: 12:40-3:20 p.m.

School dismisses at 3:20 p.m.

Early release days dismiss at 11:50 a.m.

Office Hours
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Important Phone Numbers

OffiCe. i 651-484-2150
FAX oo, 651-639-6183
Voicemail.........cccovvrnnnne. 651-639-6209

Attendance......... 651-636-3656 ext. 3199

E-Mail

firstname.lastname@moundsviewschools.

org

District Website
www.moundsviewschools.org

Turtle Lake Website
www.moundsviewschools.org/turtlelake

ABOUT OUR SCHOOL

Turtle Tales is published semimonthly.

Past volumes are available on our school’s

website:
www.moundsviewschools.org/turtlelake.
Copy deadline for issue No. 15°07-‘08
.................................... Monday, April 28
Publication date for issue No. 15 ‘07-‘08

...Friday, May 2
Items for submlsswn may be e-mailed to
Michelle.Morse@ moundsviewschools.org or
brought to the office.

c_-gf Turtle Lake

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Mounds View Public Schools
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2008-2009 School Year
Bus Information

Registration — The district office will be mailing bus registration
information the first week of May. Registration forms are due June 6.
The bus fee for students living less than two miles from school will be
$225 per student, if paid before June 6™ with a family cap of $500 per
year. If paid after June 6", the fee is $250 per student with a family
cap of $575. New families registering after June 6" will still be
charged the $225 fee per student. If paying by check, you may send
the registration either to the district office or school. If paying by cash,
Visa, or MasterCard, you must go in person to the Snail Lake
Education Center at 350 Hwy 96 W, Shoreview.

Lunch Account Reminder

Beginning May 16th students must have enough money in their
accounts to cover their lunch each day. After May 21st, stu-
dents will not be allowed to have a negative balance. If there is
not enough money in your child’s account, they will receive a
peanut butter sandwich and milk. We will be taking deposits
through the end of the school year. If you have any questions,
please call 651-639-6189.

Student Counecil Newss

Culver’s Night
Join us at Culver’s in Vadnais Heights, 4485 Centerville Road on Monday,
April 21st from 5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Culver’s will donate 10% of all sales
during this time to Turtle Lake. The Student Council members will deliver
your order to your table. Come on out for a great meal!

Penny Pincher's Collection

Are you doing spring cleaning and ready to get rid of
stuff? You can bring it to Turtle Lake on Friday, May
23rd. Student Council will help collect household
items for Penny Pinchers Thrift Store. Penny Pinchers
is a division of Northwest Youth and Family Services
that provides youth employment training to students in
the Mounds View School District.

On May 23rd bring your items from 8am until 12pm to the fire station parking
lot across from Turtle Lake. Student Council members will help you load
your items into the donation truck. Here are a few suggested items; children's
toys, dishes, clothes and furniture. Penny Pinchers cannot accept mattresses,
computers or televisions. Thank you for your participation!

,_ Volunteer Breakfast

) Turtle Lake will be celebrating our “Volunteers Color Our
World” breakfast on Thursday, May 15th from 7:45 to 8:30
a.m. in Turtle Hall. If you have volunteered this year, you
are cordially invited to attend. We hope to see you there!




Linder’s Gift Certificates
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Week of April 21st:
Marvels

Definition —wonderful things that cause
admiration or surprise

Book: The Seven
Wonders of Sassafras
Springs

Author/lllustrator:
Betty J. Birney/Matt
Phelan

Week of April 28th:
Slunk

Definition —walking or moving away
slowly or in a way so that others do not
notice

Book: Judy
Moody

Author/
llustrator: Megan
McDonald/Peter
Reynolds

“TAKE YOUR CHILD TO

WORK?” DAY

For those who choose to participate in
this event on Thursday, April 24th,
please be aware that the district has
established the following policy:

e The school must receive advance
notice at least one day prior to April
24th to be considered an excused
absence.

o Notice given the day of or after will
be considered an unexcused absence.

Teachers will not be expected to provide

homework assignments. Students will be

expected to do makeup work. Thank you
for your cooperation.

Student Council is sponsoring a fundraising program with Linder’s Garden
Center and Flower Marts. In addition to earning 15% from the plants and
flowers sold to Turtle Lake customers on May 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th,
the Student Council is also selling Linder’s gift certificates. Turtle Lake
will receive 15% of the proceeds from all gift certificates sold. Gift
certificates would make a great Mother’s Day gift!

Here is how it works:

** Gift certificates will be pre-sold in denominations of $10, $25, or $50.

** There is no expiration date and the gift certificates can be used at any
Linder’s Garden Center or any of the 40+ Flower Marts.

** Student Council members will be taking orders for gift certificates
through April 30" using the form below.

Contact Marta Mclntyre at (651) 639-6217 or
marta.mcintyre@moundsviewschools.org with any questions.

This is a fantastic way to earn money for Turtle Lake and get your spring
flowers and plants.

Linder’s Gift Certificate Order Form
Number of Gift Certificates Ordered:

Qty X $50 =

Qty X $25

Qty x $10

Total Due $

Student Name

Teacher Name

Parent Name

Phone Number

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO
TURTLE LAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

To ensure delivery for Mother’s Day, orders must be received by
April 30th.
For all other orders the deadline is May 9th.
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CONGRATULATIONS! ATTENTION ALL 4™ AND 5™ GRADERS

The fourth grade spelling bee winner is
Brandon D. (Nelson). The alternates are
Sam R. (Nelson) and Sarah Y. (Joing).
The district bee for 4th
grade is May 14th.

SPELLING BEES

Grade 3--Tuesday, May 13, 4:15 p.m. @
Bel Air LMC

Grade 4--Wednesday, May 14, 4:15 p.m.
@ Island Lake LMC

Grade 5--Wednesday, May 14, 6:30 p.m.
@ Island Lake LMC

Please not these test dates on your
g \ calendar:

MCA Math Testing

Grades 3-5 April 22 & 23
MAP Testing

Grades2 &5 April 30-May 4

Grades 2,4, &5 May 7-11

Grades 2 & 3 May 14-18
MCA Science

Grade 5 May 7-16

MCA Make-up Days: April 28th & 29th

Please watch your child’s weekly
Communication Sheet for the classroom
testing date.

It is important for students to be in
school on testing days. Please avoid
scheduling appointments, vacations, or
other non-emergency absences on these
days. Additionally, students should get
plenty of sleep the night before and have a
good breakfast the morning of testing.

Thank you in advance for your help, as this
allows the students to do their best.

SPRING TESTING

N[
It’s time to strap on those running shoes! THE E N
ELEMENTARY TRACK PROGRAM IS o f Lo
ABOUT TO BEGIN!!! Jotete

Track and field has always been a popular co-
curricular activity for 4™ and 5" grade students
throughout the district. We have a terrific
month-long program that focuses on the basics
of track and field, while having a whole lot of
fun!

X

Practices are for one hour after school, on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Students will also participate in meets against other elementary schools in
the district. These will be on Wednesdays.

We understand this is a very busy time of year for many families and that
track participants may not be able to attend every practice or meet.

The price for the program is $47.00 for 4™ graders and $52.00 for 5™
graders. Scholarships are available.

Fourth and fifth graders that are interested in joining the team should either
ask their teacher or Mrs. Leiser for a registration packet. Don’t miss out

on the fun!!!
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District Brt Show

District 621 holds an art show each spring to showcase the work of
students in grades k-12. Each art teacher is allowed to select 12 works of
art to display in the show.

Representing Turtle Lake this year will be Winona Johnson, Sean S., John
R., Lily A, Ethan N., Tiffany L., Kate P., Ina P., Alex L., Brynn F., Saurav
G., and Brianna B.

You are invited to attend the opening on April 28th at Irondale High
School. It will begin at 6pm and end at 8:30pm, but you may arrive and
leave when you wish during that time.

Also on April 28th at Irondale High School, you can help the hungry by
purchasing a soup and bread supper for
$5. As part of the “empty bowls” project,
you can also purchase a ceramic bowl
made by a district 621 student for another
$5. This event will run from 5-7pm.

I hope to see you at Irondale High School
on April 28th!
Mrs. Nara




FESTIVAL OF NATIONS
FEATURES FORMER

TEACHER

This year, the Festival of Nations,
Minnesota’s Largest Multi-Ethnic
Celebration, will feature former Turtle
Lake teacher, Mrs. Bernard.

All students and families,
especially those who have
learned about Slovenia,
are invited to attend.

It will be held at the St. Paul River Centre
from May 1-4. Mrs. Bernard will be
available on Friday, May 1 from 1:30-6:00
p.m. and Sunday, May 4 from 2:00-6:00
p.m.

Enjoy this opportunity to learn about
Slovenia and other countries through
educational exhibits, ethnic foods, an
international bazaar, entertainment, and
hands-on ethnic demonstrations!

CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to Parent VVolunteer, Lisa
Mattson who was awarded the
Outstanding Layperson in Education
Award (OLE).

The OLE award is promoted by Education
Minnesota. The theme of the award is
“One Among Many.” The program is
designed to recognize and honor those not
in the teaching profession who give of
their time and energy, demonstrating
unusual dedication, leadership, or service
in our common education effort.

Over the past seven years, Lisa Mattson
has been a dedicated volunteer at Turtle
Lake by serving as our School Spirit co-
chair for two years, and our volunteer
coordinator for two years. In addition, she
has been organizing the Product
Collection Program since 2002 and been a
classroom and office volunteer many
times. We congratulate her on winning
this award and thank her for all her
valuable work!
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Donated Library Books-Thank You!

Lisa Phillipi ....ooovi i, Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Michael M.l Vet Volunteers: Fight for Life and Homeless
Shernaz Cambata. ... Jane Goodall
Lauren Ao Katie's Sunday Afternoon
SAM O Tsunamis

.................................... The F. Scott Fitzgerald Caper;
A Doc and Tweed History Mystery;
A is for America

arrow

honor o

onor Drive In

Kay Trapp
Monday, May 12th, 2:30-6:30 p.m., Turtle Hall

Turtle Lake is holding a bone marrow donor drive in honor of long-time
colleague and school librarian, Kay Trapp. We acknowledge that many
of our family members, friends, and community members have been
affected by cancer and have been in need of or will be in need of a bone
marrow transplant. We hope you will welcome this opportunity to honor
those people and to be a part of this life-saving event.

Every day over 6,000 men, women, and children desperately search the
National Donor Marrow Program Registry for a marrow match. Don’t
miss this rare opportunity to join the registry for FREE! Typically it
costs $52.00 to join, but since we are hosting our drive during a national
“Thanks, Mom” marrow donor campaign, you can join for free.

Joining the registry is a simple and painless process. No needles, no
blood, just the simple swabbing of the inner cheek a few times, and filling
out some forms. Visit www.marrow.org for more information about what
it means to join the registry.

Contact Michelle Morse, michelle.morse@moundsviewschools.org or
651-484-2150 ext. 3150, to become involved or for more information.

"N Turtle Lake 4th & 5th Grade
(m\ \( : Orchestra Spring Olympic
N % { \‘.J/\\Q'“ C

6\\ ‘))) /“(\”L’x Oncert

=8® -N\/
(&\\‘A‘f:)f\f\/rl/ » The Turtle Lake 4th and 5th grade orchestra
\V\g SN students will be joining with the Island Lake
Orchestra to perform music from around the world. Each
student will be dressed in a costume to represent an ancestor that
immigrated to the United States.

This “worldly” concert will be performed for students at Turtle Lake on
Monday, April 28 at 1:45 p.m. The evening concert for families will be at
Turtle Lake on Monday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m.

Turtle Lake 4th and 5th grade orchestra students will travel by bus on
Friday, April 25 in the afternoon to perform the Olympic Concert at
Island Lake at 1:45 p.m.



MATH OLYMPIAD

Due to the generosity of the 621
Foundation Turtle Lake School had 4
teams participating in Math Olympiad
contests this year.

Bella H., Howard S., David Z. tied for the
team lead in Mrs. Bell’s 4™ grade math
class.

The team leader in Mrs. Hunt’s 4™ grade
math is Brandon D.

The team leader in Mrs. Wallin’s 5" grade
math class is Mark S.

Jered E. and Andrew T tied for the team
lead in Mrs. Hunt’s 5™ grade math class.

Gold Pin awards go to Brandon D., Jered
E., Andrew T., Varun M., and Jon W.
These students scored in the top 2% of all
participating students in Math Olympiad—
that’s over 100,000 students nationwide!

Silver Pin awards go to Kyle J., Samuel L.,
Logan M., Nate S., Henry D., Alec E.,
Nicholas T., Nina B., Ouyang X., Mark S.,
Grant D., Sam R., Steven S. These
students scored in the top 10% of all
students participating nationwide.

Out of all schools participating in grades 4,
5 and 6 (that’s over 10,000 schools
nationwide) Mrs. Hunt’s 4™ grade team
placed in the top 20% with a score of 143
points. And Mrs. Hunt’s 5" grade team
placed in the top 10% with a score of 193!

Congratulations to all mathletes who
worked hard this year! And a big
“THANK YOU!” to the 621 Foundation
that sponsored these teams.

10

GO TO OUR WEBSITE!

Our website has been receiving some
major updates. If you haven’t visited in a
while, it is a great resource for what is
happening at Turtle Lake. Your feedback
is welcomed. The site can be found at
www.moundsviewschools.org/turtlelake.
Feedback can be sent to
michelle.morse@moundsviewschools.org

Input Forms Now Available

We are getting close to the time of the year, when we begin the process of
determination for classroom placements for fall of ’08. Grade levels work
very diligently toward the goal of creating balanced class lists which
provide each of our students the best of opportunities to learn and grow.
Teachers work very hard to ensure factors such as gender, academics,
behavior, social strengths and other aspects are considered in creating the
class lists.

We would like our parents to feel confident and secure that we take this
seriously and consider it to be one of the many important tasks that are
done each year. Each of our staff is committed to doing the very best we
can. Parent input is valued. You are welcome to communicate to us any
specific learning needs of your child. During the class placement process,
I share this information with the staff members designing the class lists.
Although we know our current students very well, we respect your insights
into the learning needs of your child.

There is not a space on the form to indicate your specific selection of a
teacher. Placement is ultimately the responsibility of our placement teams
and again we take this responsibility very seriously. We will do our best to
think through the needs of each child and to plan the best scenario for each
of our students for the upcoming school year.

Student/parent input forms may be picked up in the office should you
decide to submit. This is strictly volunteer information on your part.
Typically, we receive around 20 forms for each grade level per year. |
have included a list of all our teachers at each grade level as it is available
at this time. Between now and the start of school it may be possible for us
to make changes as needed depending on circumstances.

Kindergarten

Wendy Voss, Full Day Kindergarten
Jane Norgren, Full Day Kindergarten
Lynette Kreidler, Full Day Kindergarten
Teacher TBD, Full Day Kindergarten
Marsha Andrusko, ¥ day AM, PM

Beth Sabby, Y2 day AM
Second Grade
Lucia Halvorsen
Ann Christensen
Carmen Sheppard
Karen Stimpson
Katie Sentz
Teacher TBD
Fourth Grade
Dennis Nelson
Jill Milow

Elyse Leiser
Simone Haugen/Kristi Pallansch
(Job Share)

Teacher TBD

First Grade
Diane Mergens
Mavis Schwanz
Jan Vesaas
Terri Ries

Deb Klugow
Kelli Ellingson
Third Grade
Nancy Kellermann
Julie Lyttle
Kellie Carlisle
Margot Brooks
Janet Arrell

Fifth Grade
Sharon Kjellberg
Stacey Vanderport
Marilynn Coyle
Jamalee Desmond
Cheryl Wallin

Bev Ogren and Linda Hagen will serve in the capacity of working with

Math and Reading Intervention support.
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