




CLASS PLACEMENT FOR 2009 - 2010

Believe it or not — we are making beginning plans for the class placement process for the coming school year! This is a

very sensitive and complex task that requires input from many staff members. The person at VHES who knows your child

best is usually his/her classroom teacher. However, additional staff is also involved in the formulation of classes — other

teachers in your child’s grade level, Special Ed, Title 1 and EC teachers, art, media, music, physical education, and

science specialist teachers, the principal, Extension Center and Title reading teachers, school psychologist, public health

nurse, ESL teacher, high performance teacher, the school social worker and other staff.

We believe the placement process to be extremely important and are committed to planning the best possible scenario for

each of our students for their class and instructional group placement. We carefully consider, for each student,

approximately three dozen specific educationally sound factors such as achievement levels, gender, special educational

needs, learning styles, self-management skills, leadership skills, strengths, peer conflict situations, and student energy

when establishing classes. We try to form every home room with a heterogeneous mix of students whose group dynamics,

both learning and social, are working in a positive way for the entire class. We work to keep class sizes balanced within

each grade level.

Each new school year brings staff changes. Some changes are anticipated and some are not. Our teachers can and do

retire, move out of state, need maternity leave, transfer to another school, etc. New teachers are hired or are transferred

from another Mounds View school. Sometimes illness strikes unexpectedly, involving either the teacher or a loved

member of his/her family. We are an organization of people, and the human experience certainly affects the VHES staff in

myriad ways.

Parent input is always valued, too. If you believe there are factors that could affect placement and your child’s teacher and

the placement team may be unaware of those factors, a form is provided for you to share this insight with us. This

placement input form will be available beginning Monday, April 13, in the school office for parents to pick up. It must be

returned by May 1. Parents are NOT expected to fill out this form . If you choose to use it, it is a way for you to share

information about your child that you believe would be useful to us as we plan for classroom and instructional group

placement and that you believe may not be fully known by the placement team.

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE UNABLE TO ACCEPT REQUESTS FOR SPECIFIC TEACHERS. Here are some of our reasons for

not accepting specific teacher requests. (1) Accommodating requests for specific teachers can skew our goal of

educationally sound classes, and this can then negatively affect all learners in that class. (2) Your child may be in several

instructional groups throughout the year that are appropriate for his/her learning. (3) A wonderful teacher with an

unbalanced, structurally unsound class may not be able to deliver the quality program that he or she is normally able to

provide.

We ask that parents do not make verbal requests to this year’s teacher for specific teacher placement for the coming year.

This can place a teacher in a difficult position, so we do thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

If you wish to have your thoughts included in the placement process, return this form to Sonnie Evans, VHES Office. We

MUST have this form back in the office by Friday, May 1 to be considered in the placement process. Depending on

content, some forms may be kept confidential and seen only by Nathan Flansburg and Sonnie Evans. 

This form can also be used as a letter of introduction for your child’s teacher next school year. If you wish to use this form

as a letter of introduction, we would like to receive those by Friday, May 29, but we could accept them at any time this

summer.

If you have questions about the class placement process, please call Sonnie Evans, VHES Office.

The May 18 PTA meeting has been rescheduled for Mon Jun 1, 7:00 p.m.



EARLY CHILDHOOD SCREENING

Mounds View Public Schools invites families with children three and one-half to five years old to Early Childhood

Screening. Early Childhood Screening is a quick and simple check of the child’s vision, hearing, growth, immunizations,

and thinking, communication, large and small muscle, and social-emotional skills.

Screening identifies, at an early stage, possible health or learning concerns so that the child can get help before starting

school. Screenings are held at Pike Lake Education Center, 2101 14  St NW, New Brighton. Call 651-621-7420 toth

schedule your child’s free screening appointment.

FIFTH GRADE CELEBRATION PLANS

Mr. Flansburg has arranged for a Canine Unit Presentation for our fifth graders

on their Celebration Day, Mon Jun 1. The Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department

will be doing a free demonstration of the work their dogs are trained to do as

members of the Canine Unit. There will be two or three dogs coming along with

their handlers. Weather permitting, this event will take place on our playground.

TAKE YOUR DAUGHTERS & SONS TO WORK DAY (APRIL 23)

While the school prefers that students attend school on this day and accompany parents to work on a day when school is

not in session, we recognize that this may not be possible, especially if your employer provides a special welcome for

children on that specific day. We will offer excused absence or excused tardy records for April 23 providing parents

notify school no later than April 22 that their child will be with them some or all of Take Your Daughters & Sons to Work

Day. Please send a note no later than April 22 to your child’s teacher. Notice given the day of or after will be considered

an unexcused absence. Thank you for your cooperation.

EMPTY BOWLS EVENT

Mounds View Public Schools Community Education is hosting Empty Bowls, a community dinner to raise awareness of

global hunger and poverty issues, on Monday, April 27, 5:00-7:00 p.m., at Irondale High School Cafeteria, 2425 Long

Lake Road, New Brighton.

Hundreds of students from across the district participate in the Empty Bowls service learning project in a variety of ways,

including researching the issue of hunger, creating more than 800 ceramic bowls in art classes, making soup and bread in

the middle and high school Family and Consumer Science classes, and promoting the event at individual schools.

The simple dinner will include a bowl of soup and bread for $5. In addition, those attending will have the opportunity to

purchase ceramic bowls, created by the students, for $5. Buying an empty bowl is intended to remind us that there are

many people in the world without any food to fill their bowls. All event proceeds will benefit a local hunger relief

organization designated by participating Mounds View students.

The Empty Bowls dinner is held in conjunction with the Mounds View District Art Show, which will be located in the

lobby of Irondale High School. The Art Show features more than 200 works from Mounds View students.

Valentine Hills fourth and fifth grade students have been making bowls in art class. Students may purchase their own

bowl before April 27 for $5. They may bring their money to Mr. Trampf in the Art Room. Valentine Hills teachers and

staff are also making bowls for the event.

Empty Bowls is sponsored by Mounds View Public Schools Community Education and 621 Education Foundation. For

more information, please call Mindy Handberg at (651) 621-7445 or email mindy.handberg@moundsviewschools.org.



BAND NEWS IS GOOD NEWS!

SUMMER BAND DATES:  JUNE 22 TO JULY 23

Classes offered for 4th or 5th grade beginners and current 5th grade band

members

When you begin to make your summer vacation plans, please keep in mind the summer

band program offered for students going into 5th or 6th grade. For students who are

currently playing in 5th grade band, SUMMER BAND is a full band rehearsal from

11:00-12:00 or 4:00-5:00 twice per week with an outdoor concert for parents the

evening of the last day. The school band teacher will be sending home registration forms with band members in early

May. They should be completed and returned to school.  On-line registration will also be available.

ATTENTION - 4  GRADE PARENTS — Starting the summer after 4th or 5th grade your child can begin participatingTH

in an activity that continues through 12th grade and into adult life - THE SCHOOL BAND.

The summer beginning band instruction program consists of a 45-minute group lesson, Monday through Thursday, for

five weeks starting Monday, June 22 through Thursday, July23. The summer session concludes with an outdoor concert

for parents the evening of the last day. Instruction will be offered at several district schools during the summer for all

basic band instruments: Trombone, Baritone, Clarinet, Trumpet, French Horn, Flute, Saxophone and Percussion.

Morning, afternoon and evening times are available for each instrument. If at all possible, STUDENTS WHO WISH TO

PARTICIPATE IN BAND IN 5TH GRADE SHOULD START BEGINNING INSTRUCTION THE SUMMER

BEFORE. When you begin to make your summer plans, please keep in mind the importance of starting band instruction

during our summer program.

The school band teacher will be sending information home with your child in April. Specific information about summer

band class times and locations will not be available until then. 

Registration for beginning instruction will take place at four evening Band Displays at which reputable music

instrument dealers will also be present to provide instrument rentals for you. You should attend only one of the Band

Displays anytime between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m . Band Display dates are:  

Monday, April 27 at Highview Middle School
Tuesday, April 28 at Edgewood Middle School

Tuesday, May 5 at Turtle Lake Elementary School
Thursday, May 7 at Island Lake Elementary School

Please choose a date convenient for you and mark your calendar for summer band registration!

A WORD OF CAUTION:
There has been a recent outbreak in instrument sales from non-music vendors (department store

catalogs, discount membership warehouses, on-line purchases and private party sales). These

instruments are often inexpensive and poorly constructed. These instruments generally require

frequent repairs that cannot be corrected and we encourage you to stay clear of these options.

Reputable music dealers are the best resource for renting or purchasing a band instrument.

Please see your school band director if you have questions about purchasing an instrument.





Valentine Hills Plant Sale 2009 Payment due with Order Thank you for your purchase!

Students Name: 10-inch Hanging Baskets $20 Each Pletschers' Gift Certificates
Impatiens Bacopa

Teacher:   Geraniums Begonia
Petunias

Organization: VHS 5th Grade Feb 1-4, 2010 Laurention Trip Fundraiser Fuchsia
Choose number of baskets, flowers

Delivery Date: Thursday, May 7th 4-6pm at VHS Entrance & colors

Place Orders Bacopa
light

Customer Name Address Phone red white pink mix red white pink salmon red white pink purple red white pink

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

TOTALS

$20.00

$20.00

Valentine Hills Elementary 
Return Orders and Money collected to School 

by Wednesday April 29th 

Fuchsia

Please make checks payable to:

Gift
Thank you for your purchase!

Impatiens Geraniums Petunias

Hanging Baskets
$20.00

Certificates

one color

Begonia

Totalwhite


	Organization: Valentine Hills Laurentian Trip Participants
	Address: The front lobby - boxes have been ordered for your convenience. All proceeds will be used for the February 2010 Laurentian trip.
	Contact: Any VHES fifth grade teacher.


