School Talk
FALL 2020

Prepared
to t
o
v
pi

What will school
look like
this year?

Distance learning • Blended le
Schools and families prepare to move between models

T

here’s one thing that’s certain in
these uncertain times: Change
should be expected. That’s the reality
that school districts like Mounds View
are facing across the nation as schools
grapple with the lingering effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
In mid-August, the District
announced it would open the school
year on September 8 using only the
distance learning model, instead of
the blended (hybrid) learning model
as originally planned. In response to
concerns expressed by staff, students
and families, leaders wanted to take
more time at the start of the school year
to demonstrate that their plans would
meet or exceed the safety requirements
from the Minnesota Department
of Health (MDH) and Minnesota
Department of Education (MDE) for
the reopening of schools.
Three weeks later, the District
announced that schools would welcome
students back for every-other-day
instruction, at up to 50% capacity,
starting on September 21. Students
who chose distance learning would
continue to learn from home.
“I want to sincerely thank all of
you for the patience, flexibility and
On the cover:

Mounds View High School
freshman Zoke Sackih
chose the blended learning
model this fall. She attends
school in person on
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
and she participates in
independent learning
from home on Mondays
and Wednesdays.

grace you’ve demonstrated the past
weeks,” said Superintendent Chris
Lennox. “Many of you parents are
making significant sacrifices in your
work, home and personal lives to
accommodate your children’s school
experience. I want you to know we
recognize your sacrifice, and we
appreciate your partnership.”

“Many of you parents are making significant
sacrifices in your work, home and personal lives
to accommodate your children’s school experience.
We recognize your sacrifice, and we appreciate
your partnership.”
– Superintendent Chris Lennox

Through October at least, the
District has remained in blended
learning mode — but change can be
expected as local health conditions
change. Throughout this school
year, schools may need to move
between learning models based on
positive COVID-19 cases within the
community or individual schools.
Minnesota school districts like Mounds
View have been asked to determine
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their learning model based on local
health data and the number of positive
cases in their local county over a period
of two weeks (moundsviewschools.org/
learningmodeltracker). No matter what
learning model mode the District is
in, students always have the option to
choose distance learning from home.

Visit us:

www.moundsviewschools.org

Expecting the expected
Despite expanded efforts to clean
all school spaces daily, enforce mask
mandates and require distancing,
the spread of COVID-19 is expected
to continue throughout the fall and
winter in schools. If any known school
occupant has a confirmed case of
COVID-19, contact tracing is done
to identify close contacts of anyone
with a confirmed case who attended
school while infectious. Close contact is
when someone is within six feet of the
ill person for at least 15 minutes. All
close contacts of a confirmed case are

What learning model
have families chosen?

65%

Blended
learning

35%

Distance
learning

earning • In-person learning
notified of their exposure and asked to
stay at home for 14 days since their last
exposure to the confirmed case.
The risk of exposure for non-close
contact individuals present in the
building on that date is no greater than
the risk of contracting the virus in the
general community. These students and
staff are not considered to be at higher
risk, and there is nothing additional
they need to do.
This fall, parents and staff have been
regularly reminded to perform a daily
health screening for their students or
themselves, using the MDH screening
tool each morning before coming to
work or sending students to school.
Schools have been sending home
or denying entry to anyone who

has symptoms consistent with
COVID-19, referencing the
MDH’s exclusion criteria.
“Like many school districts have
experienced, our road to reopening
has not taken a straight path,”
says Lennox. “And it is likely that
during the school year we may
experience further challenges that
require flexibility and adjustments
for all. The 2020-21 school year
is not and will not be perfect
in any way. But I’m immensely
proud of the extraordinary work
our employees have done across
the District to provide the best
educational experience possible for
students, during these less-thanideal times.”

THREE MODELS

First published in July and updated weekly, the District’s
Reopening Plan describes the three different learning models.
moundsviewschools.org/reopeningplan

Edgewood sixth-grader Kennedy Risvold listens
to an algebra lesson from teacher Will Abbott.

DISTANCE

BLENDED (HYBRID)

IN-PERSON

• Students use Districtprovided laptops to
participate in independent learning and
online instruction daily from home.

• Students return to the
classroom at no more than
50% capacity.

• In this
scenario,
all students are
invited back for inschool instruction
every day at full
capacity.

• Students have meaningful learning
opportunities available every day. These
may include activities like:
– Recorded mini-lessons on content
or the course
– Teacher interaction with students
using activities
– Opportunities for peer-to-peer
activities
– Small-group meetings/activities
throughout the day.
• All students have an engagement
activity with their teachers on a regular
basis.

• Elementary school students attend
in a co-hort group either Monday/
Wednesday/every other Friday or
Tuesday/Thursday/every other Friday. On
days not in school, students participate
in independent learning from home.
• Middle school and high school students
attend in a co-hort group either Monday/
Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday. Fridays
offer students additional in-person or
online enrichment or support based
on their individual needs. On days
not in school, students participate in
independent learning from home.

• Schools will create
as much physical
space among
students and staff as
possible but cannot
guarantee they can
strictly enforce six
feet of physical
distance.

• Schools enforce the state’s mask
mandate and create physical distancing
among students and staff.
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Returning to learning
Take a look at how students and teachers are adjusting to blended learning.
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KEEPING PACE WITH SPACE

All construction nearly complete
All schools open this fall despite busy summer construction schedules.
Despite ongoing summer construction at many sites, all schools opened and
provided a warm welcome to students on September 21. Construction is
now complete at every school except at Irondale High School, Sunnyside
Elementary School and Valentine Hills Elementary School as planned. Here’s a
look at some of the newly renovated and expanded spaces at the schools where
construction has recently concluded.
All schools have expanded to meet the needs of increasing resident students
thanks to a successful bond approved by voters in 2017. When it is safe to do so,
the community will be invited to tour school spaces in person. For more images
of expanded schools visit moundsviewschools.org/facilities.

Bel Air Elementary School

Edgewood Middle School

The interior front entry offers a ramp to the
new cafeteria.

The activities commons offers access to the gymnasium,
pool and cafeteria.

The eight-lane pool is home to Irondale High School swimming
and diving.
6
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The expanded cafeteria enjoys an
outdoor view.

Chippewa Middle School

The entry features office spaces with an outdoor,
front-of-school view.

The student commons offers flexible gathering spaces.

Mounds View High School

Expanded classrooms feature adjacent flexible learning spaces.

The four-station gymnasium sits below a walking track.

Pinewood Elementary School
Flexible seating
is available
outside the new
classrooms.
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NEW STAFF

Welcome, new staff !

Learn more about the new staff members in our schools and in administration below.

Cori Thompson

Principal, Sunnyside Elementary School
With more than 15 years in education, Cori
is an experienced educator and administrator
skilled at creating a school climate that fosters
equity, academic achievement and cultural
responsiveness. She has most recently worked
at South Washington County Schools as the
Director of Achievement and Integration,
designing and delivering professional development for staff and
families related to intercultural competency, equity and cultural
responsiveness. Cori was a teacher, an administrative dean and an
assistant principal in Bloomington Public Schools before taking over
as the principal at Valley View Elementary School. Watch Cori’s
introductory video at moundsviewschools.org/sunnysideprincipal.

Richmond
Tweh

David Perkins Xavier Reed
Associate
principal,
Highview
Middle School

Associate
principal,
Irondale
High School

Michelle
Christensen

Benjamin
Chiri

Bobbie Olson

Associate
principal,
Irondale
High School

Associate
principal,
Mounds View
High School

Schuyler
Gillespie

Brady
Hoffman

Mike
Schwartz

Coordinator,
Adult Education

Executive director
of business
services

Risk management
coordinator

Associate
principal,
Edgewood
Middle School

Nathan Flansburg

Principal, Highview Middle School
Nathan brings an experienced educational
and administrative perspective to Highview,
thanks to his unique and diverse career
at Mounds View Public Schools. Nathan
has served the District as a teacher and
administrator for 23 years across six different
schools, including 12 years as a principal,
first at Valentine Hills Elementary School and most recently at
Sunnyside Elementary School. Watch Nathan’s introductory video at
moundsviewschools.org/highviewprincipal.

Principal, Area
Learning Center

Carol Kampa

Principal, Irondale High School
A resident of New Brighton, Carol has spent
34 years in education with more than 18
years in administration. For 16 years, she
served Kennedy High School in Bloomington
Public Schools, most recently as principal.
Prior to that, Carol has held roles as assistant
principal, dean, counselor, teacher and
coach at schools in Minnesota, Wisconsin
and Texas, including North High School in North St. Paul and
St. Louis Park Junior High. Watch Carol’s introductory video at
moundsviewschools.org/irondaleprincipal.
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SCHOOL BOARD
District Operational Plan focuses on three goals
Each year, the School Board approves a series of goals
and related activities on which the Superintendent and
Cabinet will focus their work. This is known as the District
Operational Plan (DOP).
Update and renew the District Equity Promise
• Establish a District Equity Committee.
• Improve and enhance supports for people of color and
other underrepresented students with a focus on college
and career planning.
• Establish annual training for students and staff in the areas
of anti-racism, implicit bias, equity and inclusion.
• Redesign curriculum and materials to be more culturally
relevant and to include absent narratives.
• Review systems and structures for placement of students
into courses.
• Review District policies and regulations through the lens of
anti-racism.
• Increase the number of staff of color across our workforce.

Construction management
• Continue to manage our multi-year facilities plan
engaging all schools and stakeholders in
the construction of the instructional
and activity spaces needed at each
school site.
• Manage construction process,
timelines, school access and budget.
The DOP has been developed by the
Superintendent and his Cabinet and has been previously
discussed with the Board at work sessions and Board
meetings. Progress reports are made regularly at School Board
meetings and will be shared in more detail in the spring
issue of School Talk.To view the entire DOP, please visit
moundsviewschools.org/dop202021.

Property tax decrease proposed
Ramsey County will mail truth in taxation notices midNovember. Mounds View Public Schools will discuss the
budget and the final property tax levy for 2021 at a
6 p.m. focused forum scheduled before its regularly scheduled
7 p.m. Board meeting on December 8, when it will certify
final property taxes. The proposed taxes for 2021 total
$62,526,556, which is a decrease of $500,000 or about
one percent less than final taxes payable 2020. For more
information, please visit the Budgets and Finance page at
moundsviewschools.org.

2020 School Board

Reopening schools
• Create plans aligned to each of the three scenarios:
– Return all students to in-person learning.
– Return students implementing a blended (hybrid)
learning model.
– Do not return students and
remain in distance learning.
• Implement plans as required by
health conditions and/or state
requirements.

Diane Glasheen, Heidi Danielson, Jonathan Weinhagen, Sandra
Westerman, Marre Jo Sager, Shauna Bock and Jim DeMay.
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MAKING THE GRADE
Mounds View Public Schools uses a number of assessments to
measure student performance and progress. During distance
learning this past spring, standardized assessments were not
able to be administered. In the absence of assessments, schools
collected student results that guided instruction. To see the
October 20 School Board presentation on this topic, visit
moundsviewschools.org/boardsummaries.
Whether the results come from state-mandated testing,
District measurement systems or national rankings, Mounds
View continues to hold a place among the highest-performing
school districts in the state and in the nation.

FALL 2019

SPRING 2020
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These kindergarten readiness results represent students, ages 3-5,
enrolled in Mounds View Early Childhood programs.
Programs and services will be in place at all schools
to ensure that race, gender, class and disability
will not predict students’ success.

Students’ academic performance will not fall into patterns
identifiable by factors such as race, ethnicity, English language
proficiency, socio-economic status and disability.

The school that a student attends will not be
the predictor of his or her success in school.
Mounds View
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The District’s Equity Promise requires that programs
and services are in place to ensure that race, gender, class
and disability are not predictors of students’ success. The
Equity Promise serves as the framework for the World’s Best
Workforce strategic plan which focuses on five goals for
continued student improvement.
1. All students meet school-readiness goals.
2. All third-grade students achieve grade-level literacy.

2

All third-grade students achieve
grade-level literacy.

Student performance on the Minnesota Comprehensive
Assessment for reading provides an annual check of thirdgrade literacy progress. In the absence of these standardized
assessments, local assessments were used. The Read Well
by Third Grade plan demonstrates our commitment
to monitoring students’ progress in the areas of literacy
beginning in kindergarten. The Read Well by Third Grade
plan can be viewed at moundsviewschools.org/readingwell.

3. Close achievement gaps for all student groups.
4. All students graduate from high school.
5. All students attain college and career readiness.
STUDENT IMPROVEMENT PROGRESS INDICATORS

1

All students meet school-readiness goals.

The District is in its seventh year of providing a
comprehensive all-day kindergarten literacy and numeracy
program. To ensure that all students are ready for school,
the District focuses on outreach to families to provide
programming to children as early as possible and facilitates
transitions for families and students from Early Childhood
programs to kindergarten. Key social-emotional benchmarks
for school readiness include abilities to regulate emotions
and behaviors, establish and sustain positive relationships
and participate cooperatively and constructively in group
settings.
10
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Class of 2019 summary

99%
95%
66%

participated in college
credit-earning courses.
earned college credits.
earned 1 semester
or more of college credit
(12 or more credits).

12

students earned an
Associate of Arts Degree
upon high school graduation.

WINTER 2020 READING ASSESSMENT RESULTS:
Percentage of students who met or exceeded the
Winter Guided Reading Level Grade Level Goal:

58.5%
71.2%
69.9%

3

of kindergarten students
of first grade students
of second grade students

 lose achievement gaps for all
C
student groups.

To address achievement gaps, Mounds View Public
Schools believes schools must first address the gaps
that exist in the aspirations students have for their
future, the opportunities available to them and the
expectations every family has for their school.
Aspirations gap – We support the hopes and
ambitions of each student.
Expectations gap – We meet the expectations
of each student and their families as they pursue

college and career readiness.

Opportunity gap – We provide each student

with access to rigorous coursework that prepares
them for opportunities of their choice after high
school.These are measured through student
support before and during the course, student
participation and student success in earning
college credit.

4

All students graduate from high school.

Students graduating from Mounds View Public Schools will be
prepared to pursue higher education or to enter the workforce. The
rigorous course offerings prepare students for their next step in life.
While many students choose careers that require additional education,
those who elect to join the workforce directly out of high school are
more likely to find greater opportunities and higher earnings with a
high school diploma, which is one of the foundations for success.
Progress on
Graduation Rates

Class of
2017

Class of
2018

Class of
2019

ALL Students

96.9

96.5

97.7

White Students

97.1

97.2

98.3

Students of Color

96.4

95.2

95.2

Students receiving FRP lunch

93.5

92.0

92.0

Students receiving
EL services

91.9

88.0

93.2

Students receiving
SE services

89.2

93.5

93.7

Reported rates are based on percentage of students who graduate in
exactly 4 years + the percent of students who continue according to
their Personalized Plan.

5

All students attain college and career readiness.

Thanks to a grant from the Mounds View Schools Education
Foundation, Mounds View Public Schools was the first school
district in the state to make sure every high school junior had a free
opportunity to take the ACT on-site during the school day. This
free on-site administration began in 2011 and ensures equal
opportunity and access to the test.
To date, an average of 98% of students
participate in the exam, and Mounds View
Public Schools students continue to exceed
both the national and state test score average.

$4,357,750
in tuition savings (calculated
based on $250 per credit)
Cost savings for
students of color:

$1,426,000

Cost savings for
students who qualify for
free or reduced-price lunch:

GRADUATING CLASS ACT SCORES
Class of

District

Minnesota

Nation

2018

23.6

21.3

20.8

2019

23.4

21.4

20.7

2020

22.8

21.3

20.6

$614,250
FALL 2020
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EDUCATION FOUNDATION
The Mounds View Schools Education Foundation works in collaboration with
Mounds View Schools District leadership to identify programs that require funding
to advance opportunities for students throughout the Mounds View District.
For more information on the Foundation visit mvsef.org.

Meet the Mounds View Schools
Education Foundation
For more than 30 years, the Foundation has effectively partnered with
District leadership in Mounds View Public Schools to identify programs that
reach every school and student in the district. Who are they, and how do
they make an impact on our students?

Who is MVSEF?
The Mounds View Schools Education Foundation is a non-profit organization.
Founded in 1987 by a committed group of parents and community
members, the MVSEF (formerly 621 Foundation) was established with a
resolute focus to ensure a quality education experience for the students
in the Mounds View School District. The affairs of the organization are
managed by its Board of Trustees. Such responsibilities include the
achievement of the organization’s purposes through officers, employees,
agents and an administrative structure designated by the Board.

What does MVSEF do?
The Foundation funds programs that have a meaningful impact on the
students in the Mounds View School District. Examples of these programs
include: the innovative funding of the ACT exam to juniors at no cost,
increasing access to school-owned instruments (making music accessible
for all families), enhancing access to materials in STEAM labs, improving
access to the Laurentian Environmental Center for 5th- and 7th-graders
and investing in the Equity Promise Scholarship Program. Most recently, the
Foundation conducted a capital campaign for a new StarLab.

How will MVSEF make an impact this year?
The District is anticipating additional expenses for supporting learning, both
at home and in school. The Mounds View Schools Education Foundation is
poised to be the bridge between those who want to help our students and
the students who need it most. Each November, the Foundation hosts its
flagship fundraiser called Rock the School House. The monies raised from
this event support the initiatives agreed upon between the District and the
Foundation.

Want to learn more?
Please visit mvsef.org for more information on the Foundation and its
initiatives.
12
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AROUND THE DISTRICT

FOCUS on your future
Mounds View Public Schools

Stay connected
in 2020-21
Staying connected
to the District and
its schools is more
important than ever.
Add your email and
phone number to
Synergy make sure
you receive email
and text updates,
and download the
free Mounds View
Public Schools
app. Find the app
in the App Store or
on Google Play to
receive the latest
news and updates.

Kindergarten Round-Up:
Island Lake

at Snail Lake

February 4

5 – 7 p.m.

Turtle Lake

at Snail Lake

February 2

5 – 7 p.m.

Bel Air, Pinewood, Sunnyside and Valentine Hills
at Pike Lake

February 10

		

Last names A – E

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

		

Last names F – L

6 – 7 p.m.

at Pike Lake

February 11

		

Last names M – R

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

		

Last names S – Z

6 – 7 p.m.

2021 middle school information nights:
Chippewa Middle School

February 2

6:15 – 7:45 p.m.

Edgewood Middle School

January 19

6 – 7:30 p.m.

Highview Middle School

February 9

6:30 – 8 p.m.

2021 high school information nights:
In January, 8th-graders will receive registration information in the mail.
Information nights will offer families an opportunity to learn more and
register online (during the event or at home).
Irondale High School

February 4

8th-grade information night
Mounds View High School

Search Mounds View Public Schools to
download the app.

Videos
As students learn at home
and in a blended (hybrid)
model, school staff have
continued to use videos to
connect with students and families. A webpage
featuring many of these videos is available at
moundsviewschools.org/fall20videos.

5:30 – 8 p.m.
January 12

8th-grade information night (last names A – L)

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

8th-grade information night (last names M – Z)

7 – 8 p.m.

Translation assistance
To learn more about District
programs and events featured
in this issue of School Talk in
Spanish, Hmong or Somali,
please call Angel Toro (Spanish)
at 651-724-2854, Mee Yang
(Hmong) at 651-724-0396 or
Basima Mohamed (Somali) at
651-724-7482.

Haddii aad dooneysid faahfaahin
dheeraad ah oo ku saabsan
barnaamijyada lugu soo
qoro School Talk, ee ka baxa
Iskuulada Moundsview, fadlan
la soo xiriis Basima Mohamed:
651-724-7482.

Para aprender mas sobre los
programas del Distrito Escolar y
de los eventos en esta edicion
de School Talk, llame a Angel
Toro al 651-724-2854.

Yog xa paub ntau tshaj nov txog
peb lub District cov program
thiab kev sib sau ua ke ntawm
peb cov tsev kawm ntawv thiab
niam txiv nrog rau me nyuam
kawm ntawv uas muaj nyob rau
hauv tsab ntawv School Talk no,
thov hu rau Mee Yang ntawm
651-724-0396
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
Pinewood students perform virtual
National Anthem for Minnesota Twins
Third-, fourth- and fifth-grade Pinewood Elementary students performed the Star
Spangled Banner virtually for the Minnesota Twins on September 1. The students,
who are all involved in the Performing Arts Club or choir, prepared by watching
practice videos of their teachers singing. Students then recorded themselves
using Google Classroom. This unique opportunity helped students engage and
build community in a fun and meaningful way.

Top row: Cooper Schuda, Briony Brunson, Sydney Birkholz and Penny Snyder. Bottom
row: Tait Schnabel, Elizabeth Thomas, Madison Thomas, Kolton Hammitt, Crosby Proell.
Teachers/directors: Sara Newmaster, Jenika Goede, Angie Coldren and Abby Scott.

Irondale robotics team creates
safety dividers
Mouth movements and facial
expressions are an important piece
of a speech/language pathologist’s
(SLP) teaching, making the current
mask requirements difficult for those
working with young students. When
early childhood special education
SLP Tacy Donnelly found herself
without enough clear plastic shields
to separate her and her students, she
contacted the Irondale KnightKrawler
robotics team to see if they could
create clear dividers to place between
her and her students. After some trial
and error, the team was able to use 3D
printing to create 12 plastic dividers
and clips. This creates a safe barrier
for teachers and students when maskwearing is not possible.
Speech/language pathologist Tacy
Donnelly works with a student using a
clear plastic divider created by Irondale’s
KnightKrawler robotics team.
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Mounds View student
attends statewide
institute on global hunger
Mounds View High School sophomore
Shivam Vashishtha was among 55
students statewide
to participate in
the Minnesota
Youth Institute’s
virtual conference
in June to discuss
local and global
hunger issues.
Shivam engaged
with leaders in
science, policy and industry to discuss
the world’s most pressing challenges
in hunger and poverty. In order to
participate in the program, students
researched and wrote a paper on a
global challenge affecting food security,
including recommendations on how to
solve the problem and better the lives of
a typical family in another country. At
the event, they presented their solutions
in roundtables, allowing them to reflect
on their unique role in addressing
challenges related to agriculture, policy,
science, industry and hunger relief
efforts in the United States and abroad.

Pesticides and Herbicides:
Parents’ right to know
A Minnesota state law went into effect in the
year 2000 that requires schools to inform
parents and guardians if they apply certain
pesticides on the school property. Specifically,
this law requires schools that apply these
pesticides to maintain an estimated schedule
of pesticide applications and to make the
schedule available to parents and guardians
for review or copying at each school office.
The long-term effects on children from
application of such pesticides, or the class
of chemicals to which they belong, may not
be fully understood. If you would like to be
notified prior to pesticide applications made
on days other than those specified in the
estimated schedule (excluding emergency
applications), please contact Chris Paquette
at 651-621-6090.

Mounds View senior bakes cakes
to raise money for COVID-19 relief
When Mounds View senior Kate Spence lost her summer job at a theater
due to COVID-19 restrictions, she decided to put her passion and talent
for baking to good use — and for a good cause. Spence started baking
homemade cakes and desserts for “Kate’s Cakes.” Kate has donated all
proceeds to the University of Minnesota Caregiver Emergency Fund, which
supports frontline healthcare workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. To
date, she has donated more than $1,500 to the relief effort. Visit her website
at https://sites.google.com/view/katescakes.

Donations help
882 students
Thanks to donations, the Ralph Reeder
Food Shelf distributed school supplies to 882
students in grades K-12 during its annual
Good Neighbor Back to School Project.
Students received everything from pencils to
backpacks. Supplies are still available for those
needing help. Please call the food shelf for
more information at 651-621-6280.

Need help with holiday food?

Best Communities for Music Education
In 2020, Mounds View Public Schools was one of
11 school districts in Minnesota to earn the Best
Communities for Music Education designation.
It’s the eighth consecutive year the District was
honored for demonstrating exceptional efforts
toward maintaining music education as part
of the core curriculum.

District-wide annual asbestos notification

Mounds View Public Schools has continued to respond to asbestos in buildings
in a cautious and proactive manner. Building administration will continue with
its ongoing asbestos operations and maintenance program, including periodic
surveillance inspections, which are conducted on a semiannual basis. Also
required as part of AHERA (Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act-EPA)
are re-inspections, which are conducted by accredited inspectors every three
years since the implementation of the District’s Management Plan. The building
administration’s ongoing efforts related to the management and control of
asbestos containing materials are focused on providing a safe environment for
our building occupants and employees. If you have any questions, would like
to review the management plan, or are interested in recent response actions
completed at the buildings, please contact Chris Paquette at 651-621-6090.

Thanksgiving bags with all the fixings are
available to families in need during the month
of November. To set up an appointment,
please call the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf at
651-621-6280 or visit the upcoming events
tab at ralphreederfoodshelf.org for more
information on all of our holiday programs.

Looking for ways to help?
Monetary donations are needed and can be
made online at ralphreederfoodshelf.org or by
mailing a check to the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf
at 2544 Mounds View Blvd, Mounds View,
MN 55112. Sponsor a Thanksgiving meal for
a family of four for only $25. For every dollar
donated the Food Shelf can purchase up to $8
worth of food. Donations of nonperishable
food items, $10 grocery store gift cards and
$20 Target, Walmart or Visa gift cards are also
needed to support our holiday programs.
Drop-off hours are Monday–Friday, 9 a.m. to
noon at the back entrance or by appointment
by calling 651-621-6280.
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WITH HONORS
Student entrepreneurs win statewide
Junior Achievement awards
Mounds View High School students won first and second place in
Junior Achievement’s MN Cup division competition in September.
BioBev, a biodegradable cup company, won first place. Meiyu, a
reusable makeup remover wipe company, won second place. Starting
with a concept, students follow the lifecycle of a business, including
selling stock to raise capital, electing officers, buying materials,
marketing their product or service and liquidating their company.
Through teamwork, students learn to understand and appreciate the
responsibilities each person has in running a business.

The team poses at the JA Pitchfest
competition in March after winning
first place. Stuti Arora (COO of
Antimony Investments), Chris Orza
(representative of Atland Ventures),
Margaret Xiao (junior), Sarah Zhang
(junior), Matthew Shen (junior),
Kevin Xiong (junior), Amanda Diao
(sophomore) and Josh Miller (CEO of
Antimony Investments).
Right, features of the BioBev cup.

Mental health award
for Mounds View
Mounds View High School’s Bandana Project has
been awarded the Faces of Change Award from
PACER’s National Bullying Prevention Center.
The Bandana Project is a peer-driven mental
health awareness and suicide prevention program
providing resources for those struggling with
mental health issues. If someone sees a lime green
bandana on the backpack of a stranger, it is a sign
of stigma-free, quiet solidarity. They will know
that they are not alone in their struggle, and can
approach them to discuss their issues, find resources
and more. The project launched last year and has
had a large positive response from students who
want to be part of the solution for those struggling
with mental health issues.

Highest ACT score
The Mounds View High School students pictured
here received a composite score of 36 during the
2019-20 ACT administration, the highest score
that can be achieved on the ACT exam.
Not pictured: Maxwell Ye

Product logo and photo from the Meiyu team.
Angie Chen
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Deepta Jasthi

Claudia Seyfarth

High school students win Gold
Award in National Spanish Exam
Students from Irondale and Mounds View high
schools participated in a nationwide examination to
measure proficiency and achievement in the Spanish
language. Mounds View students Mackenzie Groth,
Leah Orman and Meryl Wang scored at or above
the 95th percentile and were awarded a Premio de
Oro (Gold award). See the entire list of winners at
moundsviewschools.org/schooltalkplus.

Mackenzie Groth

Leah Orman

2021 National Merit Scholar
Semifinalists and Commended students
The high school seniors pictured below were named
National Merit Scholar Semifinalists for 2021. Not pictured:
Maxwell Ye.

Amy Binder

Lily Bronson

Angie Chen

Jennie Cheng

Sydney Dvorak

Andrew Kim

Shardul Rao

Claudia Seyfarth

Rajan Singh

Vincent Thai

Paul Wang

Ella Wiggenhorn

Meryl Wang

Hannah Peschel (class of 2020) won a

$1,000 scholarship from the exam after
submitting an essay and video. Hannah
is using the scholarship to further her
Spanish studies at St. Olaf College.
Hannah Peschel

Among the best in the nation
Both high schools are consistently recognized among
the top high schools in the nation on the U.S. News &
World Report list of “Best High Schools.” Irondale and
Mounds View were both ranked among the best in the
nation for exceeding expectations when it comes to
student performance on reading and math tests, and for
preparing students for college in 2020.

Teacher mentor of the year
Irondale High School math teacher
Jocelyn Kountz was named teacher
mentor of the year for the Twin
Cities ACE Mentorship Program.
The ACE Mentor Program is a
free, award-winning, after-school
program designed to attract high
school students into pursuing
careers in the architecture,
construction and engineering
industries, including skilled trades.

Irondale High School Commended students are
Wyatt Braman and Sebastian Waterhouse.
Mounds View High School Commended students are

Nicholas Austin, Charles Brody, Olivia Chen, Leo Cui, Eric
Feng, Bingsheng
Guo, Emma Houston,
Top 10 school districts
Leslie Kim, Dorothy
in Minnesota
Li, Natalie Nemes,
Wayzata
Christine Nguyen, Leah
Edina
Orman, Christopher
Park, Sydney Peng,
Rochester
Reid Thurston,
Minnetonka
Jessica Wasson,
South Washington County
Aurora Weirens and
Mounds View
Alissa Zhao.
Mounds View is in
Rosemount-Eagan-Apple Valley

the top 10 of Minnesota
school districts for
National Merit
semifinalists.

St. Paul
Eden Prairie
Osseo
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SPORTS UPDATE

IRONDALE

Girls swimming and diving
The Irondale swim and dive team started the 2020
season in a new pool at Edgewood Middle School.
The team is led by team captains Abbie Brown,
Dasha Fruzyna, Mezi Koke, and Bella Nordstrom.
Many athletes have reached new personal bests, and
participated in the section meet on October 24.

Girls cross country athletes pose in front of the new Knights spirit
letters outside Irondale High School.

Irondale Knights on
Twitter @GoIrondale

Girls cross country
The Irondale girls cross country team spent the season
preparing for a new course at the SEC Conference meet and
a familiar Anoka High School course at the Sections meet.
While this season has been different than others in the past,
athletes have enjoyed many personal bests and opportunities
for team building.

Livestreaming

School Talk

facebook.com/
IrondaleHighSchool
For the most up-to-date news, visit
the Activities and Athletics website at
www.moundsviewschools.org/irondale.

Fall and spring calendars

With spectators limited at fall
sporting events to only families
of the athletes, residents can
purchase access to watch
various games and competitions
via a livestream and on-demand
platform, with a part of the
proceeds returning to schools.
Sports featured include football,
swimming, soccer and more.
Games can be viewed online at
prepspotlight.tv/mshsl.
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Track co-curricular activities on your mobile
devices Search MOUNDS VIEW PUBLIC SCHOOLS
in the app store.

FALL 2020

With the recent changes to
sports schedules for the
2020-21 school year due to
COVID-19, find out when each
sport will be played this year.
Note: This schedule is accurate
as of the time of publication.
These may be modified as
conditions around COVID-19
change.

Fall

Winter

Spring

Cross Country
Football
Soccer
Girls Tennis
Girls Swim/Dive
Volleyball

Basketball
Dance Team
Gymnastics
Hockey
Alpine Ski
Nordic Ski
Boys Swim/
Dive
Wrestling

Baseball
Golf
Lacrosse
Softball
Boys Tennis
Track/Field

MOUNDS VIEW
Soccer

Fall performance team

Girls and boys soccer moved onto
conference playoffs and sections.

The fall performance team performed at three home football games
during halftime.

Girls tennis
Girls tennis finished 11-0 in the conference and
were named the 2020 Suburban East Conference
champions.

Boys and girls cross country

Track co-curricular activities on your mobile
devices. Search MOUNDS VIEW PUBLIC
SCHOOLS in the app store.

Find the Mounds View Mustangs
on Twitter @GoMVMustangs
Follow us on Facebook at
facebook.com/MoundsViewHighSchool
For the most up-to-date news, visit the
Activities and Athletics website at
www.moundsviewschools.org/moundsview.
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Mounds View
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Independent School District 621
4570 Victoria St. N
Shoreview, MN 55126

Enrichment programs are available
throughout the year, in both virtual
and hybrid formats. See our
offerings at moundsviewschools.org/
registercommunityed. Watch your email
inbox for updates on new programs and
classes. Mark your calendars and watch
your inboxes in mid-February for summer
2021 programming.
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With patience and partnership, sacrifice and support,
parents played a key role in reopening our schools this fall.
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