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The Laurentian Differ
“The most touching part was seeing
kids who are not in the same
social circles working together
and encouraging each other.”
– Teacher, Valentine Hills
Elementary School,
Arden Hills, Minn.

Programs are
specially designed
for specific grade
levels to align
with schools’
curriculum.

Laurentian
is the only
environmental center
in the state that provides
specialized programming
for high school alternative
learning centers and high
school leadership and
post‑secondary
planning.

Staff are
knowledgeable
of Positive Behavioral
Intervention Strategies (PBIS)
programs and initiatives and have
incorporated key concepts into gradelevel programs. Laurentian will also
work with school groups to help
reinforce school-based behavioral
strategies and other programs
while attending
Laurentian.
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Laurentian is committed to enforcing the

“12 Habits of Mind.” Activities are designed
to offer students opportunities to develop
key life skills. Lessons encourage students to
adopt these 12 mindsets:

• persisting
• managing impulsivity
• listening and understanding
• thinking flexibly
• striving for accuracy
• questioning and problem posing
• applying past knowledge to new situations
• thinking and communicating with clarity
• creating, imagining and innovating
• engagement
• teamwork
• continuous learning

Navigating The Prog
A pre-designed program for grades 4-6
Naturalists and school curriculum planners
at Laurentian worked together to create a
multi-day experience designed especially
for students in grades 4-6. Naturalists
work closely with each school to meet the
specific curriculum and planning needs of
each group and grade level.

Customized programs
Laurentian naturalists and staff work with a variety of
school groups and organizations serving a wide range
of age groups to develop specialized programs.
Examples of groups that utilize Laurentian’s customized
programming include:
• high school career exploration groups
• elementary, middle and high school orchestra
and band retreats
• high school cross-country ski teams, dance teams
and other sports
• special education groups
• staff development retreats
• weekend camps
• more

The “Laurentian Journey” was developed with secondary
students in mind. With nature as the backdrop for learning,
students in grades 7-12 practice skill development in
leadership, team-building, interpersonal relations and problemsolving techniques. Reflection time and journaling are integral parts
of the Journey experience. Orienteering, survival techniques, teamwork
and group decision-making are part of a multi-day retreat that focuses
on learning in an open-sky environment.
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Choose from a menu of Laurentian’s traditional two- to five-day program
schedules or work with the naturalists at Laurentian to design your own.

Open year-round with day and overnight
seasonal programs, Laurentian provides
activities that are geared to grade and
group levels, including:

WINTER

SPRING

SUMMER

Environmental education classes

Large group activities

Bog Ecology

Predator Prey

Boreal Forest

Rendezvous

Cross Country Skiing
Fire Ecology
Geo-Caching
Grokking
Lake Ecology
Leapers and Creepers
Life Below Freezing
Map and Compass
Northern Mammals
Ojibway Lifestyle
Outdoor Survival
Snowshoeing

FALL

Recreation activities
Archery
Canoeing & Boating
Challenge Courses
Climbing Wall
Cross Country Skiing
Fishing
Ice Fishing
Lacrosse
Sauna
Snowshoeing
Ultimate Frisbee

Whitetail Deer
Wildlife Management
Wild Munchies
Woodworking
for Wildlife

Evening
programs
Buckskinner Bob
Campfires
Storytelling
Nature Jeopardy
Scavenger Hunts

For class descriptions and a full list of programs,
visit www.laurentiancenter.org.

The Facility
Located in the Superior National
Forest, overlooking Arrowhead
Lake, Laurentian Environmental
Center offers access to hundreds
of acres of wilderness with trout
streams and diverse wildlife
habitat. Laurentian’s property
includes 100-acre pristine lake
access and hiking and ski trails
that connect with the Big Aspen
hiking and ski trails. The Center
maintains a 12-station Challenge
Course, a 32-foot outdoor
climbing wall, an archery range,
canoes and rowboats, a sauna,
an outdoor campfire theater and
a large playing field. The on-site
dining facility serves healthy,
home-cooked meals from
menus developed by a dietician.
Laurentian can accommodate
small and large groups yearround with 160 beds, five
large classroom buildings, a
lodge, and a dining facility that
seats 175.

“I was blown away this week. This is an
incredible place that can have a positive
lasting effect on these kids. I would
absolutely recommend LEC to anyone.”
– Parent, Bel Air Elementary School,
New Brighton, Minn.

Laurentian is an accredited residential learning
center that is owned and operated by a school
district. Educational programs are hands-on,
discovery-oriented, and aligned with Minnesota’s
state graduation standards. Qualified and caring
staff lead instruction through an inquiry method of
teaching and learning. Each of the program staff
holds a degree in one or more of the following
areas: biology, natural resource management,
outdoor recreation and education, environmental
studies or education.

“These people are very well trained
and good at what they do. They all
seem to enjoy their work. They
know their programs well and are
great with kids. Very impressed.
After years of Cub Scout camps,
I have never experienced this level
of expertise and quality programs.”
– Parent, Linwood Elementary School,
Linwood, Minn.

Book a trip:
1-888-749-1288 • 218-749-1288 • info@laurentiancenter.org
Follow us:
To take a virtual tour and
learn more about Laurentian
Environmental Center, visit
www.laurentiancenter.org
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Find us: Located just a few hours north of the Twin Cities, Laurentian
Environmental Center (LEC) is an accredited, year-round educational facility
located in the Superior National Forest.
Laurentian Environmental Center, 8950 Peppard Rd., Britt, MN 55710

