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Being

KIND
to your
MIND
Why mental
health matters
in our schools

ALSO INSIDE: FOOD SHELF RELOCATES • LAURENTIAN ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER TURNS 40

Breaking down the stigmas
“Be kind to your mind.”
“You’re more than a score.”
“Go where you see fit.
Not just where others are going.”
These are just some of the messages Mounds View
High School students helped create and embrace after
an independent months-long review of the student
experience at the school. With the help of consultants,
the school hosted a series of listening sessions with 175
students, staff and parents, and launched a survey that
drew nearly 1,500 respondents.
The results were clear.
Mounds View is a school with a well-deserved
reputation for academic achievement, college-readiness,
strong parent involvement, motivated students and
supportive teachers and staff. At the same time, the listening
sessions revealed a decades-old culture of intense academic
competition among students, along with an all-too-frequent
disregard for choosing a healthy school/life balance. Many
students also expressed a reluctance to discuss emotional
challenges with teachers and other staff, and some reported
confusion about how to access mental health support
if needed.
“We learn so much by simply listening to students,”
says principal Stephanie Bruggers. “They have told us they
feel incredible pressure to succeed. They say it comes from

themselves, their home, their school and their community.
At Mounds View, it’s our job to help them choose balance at
school and to understand that success isn’t just measured by
grades or scores.”
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of mental health
Having HEART
Mounds View senior Sanjana Dutt wholeheartedly supports
this goal.
“I was not prepared for how the stress of high school would
impact my teen mental health,” she says. “So many students
struggle. I realized that in addressing mental health, students
could and would improve their overall health and happiness.”
When Sanjana learned about the non-profit organization
HEART (Helping Every At Risk Teen) she knew she found
an avenue to enact change. She founded a student-led chapter
at Mounds View with the goal of breaking down the stigmas
of mental health. HEART offers service and supports to
students, and it’s working with the school’s administration to
create a wellness board that promotes mental health resources
for students.
In addition to launching HEART, Sanjana collaborated
with the Shoreview Library to organize a week of
presentations during Suicide Prevention Week, and she’s
hoping to secure a visit from therapy dogs for students during
finals week. For all these efforts, she received the Champion
for Change award from the Minnesota Association for
Children’s Mental Health.
“Each of us has a role to play in supporting our youth
and helping them navigate the pressures of their lives,” says
principal Bruggers. “For our part, our schools are committed
to making positive changes to provide a healthy environment.
This is really important and meaningful work.”
To view Mounds View’s report of findings and next steps, visit
www.moundsviewschools.org/empathy.

Positive mental health messages greet students like juniors Sandy
Zhang and Isaiah Tucker throughout Mounds View High School.

• 3,500 shares
• 225,000 views
• 362,000 people reached
More than a dozen Mounds View High School
students participated in a national video project
called Voices of Tomorrow, that quickly went viral
reaching more than 360,000 people. Created
by local video production group Captivate Media
+ Consulting, the video is the first in a series
of upcoming videos intended to start important
conversations with Mounds View Public Schools
students. Watch the “empathy” video at
www.moundsviewschools.org/empathy.
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KEEPING PACE WITH SPACE

Designs continue, Highview complete
Thanks to last fall’s successful bond referendum, the District
continues its phased approach to adding space at all schools.
After completing a months-long design phase with help
from community stakeholders, Highview Middle School
became the first school to complete its facility expansion
projects. This summer, Highview renovated its orchestra
Planning/Design:
Late 2018 – Early 2019

space, created a secured front entry into the main office
and improved its parent drop-off and bus loop.
As designs and bids are approved, each school will share
concept drawings of their space improvement plans.
Here’s a look at timelines for the other projects:

Construction: Spring 2019

Construction:
Spring 2020

Bel Air Elementary School
Pinewood Elementary School

Pinewood Elementary School
Island Lake Elementary School

Sunnyside Elementary School

Sunnyside Elementary School
Pike Lake Education Center

	Valentine Hills
Elementary School
Chippewa Middle School

Turtle Lake Elementary School

	Valentine Hills
Elementary School
Chippewa Middle School

Edgewood Middle School

Edgewood Middle School

Irondale High School

Irondale High School

Mounds View High School

Mounds View High School

2018

2019

2020

2021

Track the progress

A concept drawing of the expanded cafeteria at Bel Air
Elementary School.
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How is your school planning to add space
in the coming years? Track the progress
of facility planning efforts by visiting
www.moundsviewschools.org/facilities.
Each school shares a link offering ongoing
updates, the schedules for their design
committee work and the construction timeline.

SCHOOL BOARD
2018 School Board

Front Row: Marre Jo Sager, Jonathan Weinhagen and Diane
Glasheen. Back Row: Bob Helgeson, Sandra Westerman,
Amy Jones and Shauna Bock.

School safety grant awarded
This fall, Mounds View Public Schools was among 90
Minnesota school districts or charter schools that were
awarded school safety grants for security and violence
prevention improvements. Although Mounds View submitted
applications to address safety at all schools, Irondale High
School’s application was selected to receive a total of $132,450
from the Minnesota Department of Education. Irondale
will use the funds to install
a notification system when
doors are ajar, to replace key
entrances with fob-enabled
systems and to purchase a
new intercom system. Safety
upgrades at all schools in the
District will continue to be addressed in the new building
designs as part of the voter-approved bond improvements.

Property taxes proposed
Ramsey County will mail truth in taxation notices midNovember 2018. Mounds View Public Schools will discuss
the budget and the final property tax levy for 2019 at a 6 p.m.
focused forum scheduled before its regularly scheduled 7 p.m.
Board meeting on December 11, 2018, at the District Center,
when it will certify final property taxes. The proposed taxes
for 2019 total $50,377,236, which is an increase of $565,713
or 1 percent greater than final taxes payable 2018. For more
information, please visit the Budgets and Finance page at
www.moundsviewschools.org.

Superintendent’s contract approved
In October, the School Board
announced that it had successfully
negotiated a new three-year
contract with Superintendent
Chris Lennox, effective July 1,
2019, through June 30, 2022.
The new contract includes total
compensation for the next three
school years made up of both
fixed annual amounts and variable
amounts. The variable portion of
the compensation is based on the
Superintendent’s performance as
measured by the goals set forth in
the District Operational Plan as
developed and approved annually
by the Board. The practice of
incorporating a variable portion
of eligible compensation has
continued over from the prior
contract and will be determined at
the end of each school year. The majority of the contract has
remained substantially the same. To view the entire contract,
visit www.moundsviewschools.org/suptcontract19. The
Board thanked Superintendent Lennox for his continued
commitment to Mounds View Public Schools and noted it
looks forward to another three successful years.

Enrollment reaches 17-year high
Enrollment at Mounds View Public Schools is at its highest
level in 17 years. As of early October, 11,417 students have
enrolled in the District. That’s an increase of 227 students from
last school year and 103 students more than what was projected
for the 2018-19 school year. The growth continues to be spread
across all grade levels. Despite the increased enrollment, all core
class sizes meet School Board approved ranges.

Non-resident enrollment remains closed
Mounds View’s enrollment growth is related to an increase in
resident students, not non-residents. Non-resident enrollment
currently comprises only 8 percent of total enrollment and
is concentrated in the secondary schools. As these older
students age and graduate, the overall percent of non-resident
enrollment is continuing to naturally decline. Enrollment
is closed in all schools to new non-resident students and will
likely remain closed for the foreseeable future.
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A CLOSER LOOK

Food Shelf continues support from new location

T

he location has changed,
but its services have not.
Last summer, the Ralph
Reeder Food Shelf vacated
classrooms of Pike Lake
Education Center in New
Brighton as a result of rapidly
increasing resident student
enrollment. Now located
in the Silver View Plaza in
Mounds View, the Food
Shelf continues to provide
families in need with valuable
community resources.
“We’re excited to continue
our work in this new space
alongside the District’s Adult
Basic Education program and
the Area Learning Center,”
says Lisa Baker, who manages
the Food Shelf.
The District’s Community
Education department has
operated the Food Shelf for
more than 30 years. Last year
alone, the Food Shelf received
more than 23,000 individual
visits and distributed 641,000 pounds
of food and personal care items,
including fresh milk, frozen meats,
produce, non-perishable food items,
along with hygiene, cleaning and baby
supplies. The Food Shelf also connects

residents with additional community
support resources and makes referrals to
other low income-based programs and
services.
Although many of the Food Shelf
customers are students or families

“We envision a future
where the District has
partners in the operation of
this community resource.”
— Jonathan Weinhagen, School Board chair
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attending the District’s schools, about
a third come from the community or
surrounding suburbs. No other school
district in Minnesota operates an
equivalent community food shelf for
area residents.
“This is truly a one-of-a-kind,
valuable community resource,”
says School Board chair Jonathan
Weinhagen. “We want the Food Shelf
to remain financially sustainable for
years to come and to grow as the
community’s needs grow. As a school
district, we also realize our limitations
in providing these important
community services.”

Partnering for the future

Silver View Plaza

That’s why the School Board has asked District administration to
explore shared partnerships to help operate and sustain the Food Shelf.
“We envision a future where the District has partners in the
operation of this community resource,” says Weinhagen. “We simply
need help in making it sustainable through innovation, improvement
and partnership.”
In the coming months, the District will explore partnerships that
would share a commitment to maintain and even grow its level of
services to the community.
“The community’s needs aren’t going away, and neither is this Food
Shelf,” says Weinhagen. “Its mission is one our school district will
continue to support.”

2544 Mounds View Blvd., Mounds View

23,708

825

Family visits each month.

Annual visits
by individuals.

534,164

1,800

Meals provided to customers.

Referrals made to other resources
including medical, employment,
counseling and budget assistance.

14,000

960

Weekend Snackpacks
provided to elementary and
middle school students.

910

Students receiving necessary
school supplies this fall.

10,648

Children receiving
toys and gifts
last holiday
season.

Hours donated by volunteers.

2017 data unless otherwise noted.
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A CLOSER LOOK
40 Years of Learning in the Outdoors
In 1978, Bel Air Elementary School fifthgraders became one of the first groups
to participate in a multi-day educational
retreat in Britt, Minn. In 2018, 40 years
after the doors at Laurentian Environmental
Center first opened, another group of Bel
Air Elementary School fifth-graders arrived
at the Center in a continued tradition of
learning in the outdoors.
Mounds View Public Schools became
the first and only school district in
Minnesota to own and operate a residential
environmental center when the Minnesota
Department of Education awarded the
District the deed to the buildings in
1978. First introduced as “Mounds View
North,” the District offered fifth-graders
an unmatched opportunity to learn in
the outdoors during multi-day retreats.
While the facility was re-branded in 1992
as Laurentian Environmental Center, the
mission remained the same. By then, the
program’s draw of nearly 5,000 participants
annually had grown to include Mounds
View Public Schools fifth- and seventhgraders, as well as student groups from
throughout the state.
“The past 40 years have created lifetime
memories for thousands of participants,”
says Jim DeVries, senior naturalist at
Laurentian since 1992. “I am proud to
be part of such an important educational
program that teaches environmental
stewardship.”
Outdoor experiences at Laurentian
reach beyond fifth- and seventh-grade
groups. Students and adults visiting
Laurentian include high school orchestras
and physics courses, young adults
attending Forkhorn camps and adults
50 and older participating in Young at
Heart camp. The facility is available for
corporate retreats, special events and more.
Visit www.laurentiancenter.org for
more information.
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1978
Minnesota Department of Education awards
deed to Mounds View Public Schools.
“Mounds View North” becomes the first
residential environmental center to be owned
and operated by a public school district.
First group of Mounds View Public Schools
students visits Mounds View North. 

1987
Mounds View Public Schools
students in fifth grade visit
Mounds View North annually.

1992
Mounds View North is re-named Laurentian
Environmental Center after the height of land
known as the Laurentian Divide where surface
water flows in three different directions.

1996
A comprehensive capital campaign
raises close to $4 million to upgrade
the buildings at Laurentian and
improve the stay for the nearly 5,000
participants visiting each year.

2018
Staying true to its
original mission of
teaching students to
be true stewards of the
natural world, Laurentian
welcomes back groups
like Bel Air Elementary
School fifth-graders for
the 40th consecutive year.

2013
Mounds View Public Schools includes a trip to
Laurentian into the curriculum standards for both
fifth- and seventh-grade students, allowing every
student in the District the opportunity to attend
Laurentian two times in their educational career.

EDUCATION FOUNDATION
The Mounds View Schools Education Foundation works in collaboration with
Mounds View Public Schools leadership to identify programs that require funding
to advance opportunities for students throughout the District.
For more information on the Foundation visit www.mvsef.org.

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
Kirsten Dawson
Kirsten Dawson doesn’t like to be idle.
“I live to work,” she said in a phone
interview she gave during her morning
walk. This statement is evidenced by
the multiple retirements she has had.
Her first retirement was from Mounds
View Public Schools after 35 years of
teaching and counseling. She is an
alum, along with her husband and two
sons, so her connection to Mounds
View runs long and deep.
Kirsten taught English and speech at Mounds View, and it
was during this time that a second career was developing.
After attending an immersion workshop week at Hazelden she
was inspired to attend the University of Minnesota to become
a chemical dependency counselor. Her experience as a
teacher and counselor at Mounds View led to 12 more years
of counseling at private schools.
There are many ways Kirsten’s influence has impacted the
school community beyond her teaching and counseling.
She is an enduring supporter of music District-wide. She
stays personally engaged in one program that Mounds
View graduates continue to enjoy. “We had some allschool reunions. At one of those, I asked the committee
about having an alumni choir. Past students responded
enthusiastically, and we had over 100 people singing that
day.” Years later, the choir continues to meet monthly to sing
for their beloved former choir director at a senior care home.
Kirsten reflects, “The choir has reconnected me with many
alumni over the years.”
Countless organizations have benefited from Kirsten’s
penchant for work, including the Grantsburg Hospital
Foundation Board — located near Kirsten’s family cabin. She
is in the final year of her second three-year term with the
MVSEF board. True to her nature, she has continued to work
to support the value of a healthy mind and has brought her
candor and wisdom to the people she touches.

Your support helps support
the students in our schools
For over 30 years, the Foundation has been supporting
the students in the Mounds View School District. Your
contribution goes to work funding programs that impact the
lives of students and their families. Our program support
is broad and District-wide and includes the Laurentian
Environmental Center, Intentional Social Interaction meetings,
STEAM education and the Musical Instrument Program. To
learn more about our efforts or to make a contribution please
visit our website www.mvsef.org.

Foundation partners with
Schmitt Music to expand the
music instrument program
During the Rock the
School House event
held on November 10,
Schmitt Music issued a
fundraising challenge in
support of the MVSEF’s
commitment to the
school-owned music
instrument program.
Schmitt Music agreed
to donate a new music
instrument for every $5,000 raised in association with Rock
the School House. This commitment, along with MVSEF’s
support of the instrument program, will increase access to
school-owned instruments and subsidize rental costs making
band and orchestra accessible to all families.
Mounds View Public Schools residents and friends are also
encouraged to donate gently used instruments to any District
school. For those interested in donating, please leave your
name and contact information upon drop off to receive a
tax receipt.
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MAKING THE GRADE
Mounds View Public Schools uses a number of assessments
to measure student performance and progress. Whether
the results come from state-mandated testing, District
measurement systems, or national rankings, Mounds View
continues to hold a place among the highest-performing
school districts in the state and in the nation.

The District’s Equity Promise states that programs and
services are in place to ensure that race, class, gender and
disability are not predictors of students’ success. The Equity
Promise serves as the framework for the World’s Best
Workforce strategic plan which focuses on five goals for
continued student improvement.

2

All third-grade students achieve
grade-level literacy.

3

 lose the achievement gaps for all
C
student groups.

Student performance on the Minnesota Comprehensive
Assessment for Reading provides an annual check of thirdgrade literacy progress. At Mounds View, 66.2 percent of
students are proficient (meet or exceed the standards) on this
exam which is indicative of students who are on track with
their development of literacy skills. The median performance
at each District grade level on the NWEA MAP test for
reading is between 1-3 grade levels above the national norms.

To address achievement gaps, Mounds View Public Schools
believes schools must first address the gaps that exist in the
aspirations student have for their future, the opportunities
available to them and the expectations every family has for
their school.
Aspirations gap – We support the hopes and ambitions

1. All students meet school readiness goals.

of each student.

2. All third-grade students achieve grade-level literacy.

Expectations gap – We meet the expectations of each

3. Close the achievement gaps for all student groups.
4. All students graduate from high school.
5. All students attain college and career readiness.
STUDENT IMPROVEMENT PROGRESS INDICATORS

1

All students meet school readiness goals.

The District is in its fifth year of providing a
comprehensive all-day kindergarten literacy and numeracy
program. Students’ Primary Measures of Academic Progress
(MAP) median performance remain consistently higher in
both math and reading since 2015.
MAP Reading
Median

MAP Mathematics
Median

Before ALL DAY
Kindergarten began

164

168

2014-2015

168

171

2015-2016

169

173

2016-2017

166

170

2017-2018

166

167

YEAR

Kindergarten National Norms: Reading=158, Mathematics=159
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student and their families as they pursue college and
career readiness.

Opportunity gap – We provide each student with access to

rigorous coursework that prepares them for opportunities of
their choice after high school.These are measured through
student support before and during the course, student
participation and students success in earning college credit.

Class of 2017 summary of
opportunities to rigorous coursework

97%
91%
69%

of the students in the Class of 2017
participated in college credit-earning courses.
earned college credits
earned 1 semester or more of college credit
(12 or more credits)

See the 2017 summaries for the Early College
program for each high school here:
Irondale
www.moundsviewschools.org/irondaleearlycollege
Mounds View
www.moundsviewschools.org/moundsviewearlycollege

4

All students graduate from high school.

Students graduating from Mounds View Public Schools
will be prepared to pursue higher education or to enter the
workforce. The rigorous course offerings prepare students for
their next step in life. While many students choose careers
that require additional education, those who elect to join the
workforce directly out of high school are more likely to find
greater opportunities and higher earnings with a high school
diploma which is one of the foundations for success.
Progress on
Graduation Rates

Class of
2015

Class of
2016

Class of
2017

ALL Students

97.7

97.2

96.9

White Students

98.0

97.7

97.1

Students of Color

97.8

98.0

96.4

Students receiving
FRP lunch

95.1

93.2

93.5

Students receiving
EL services

92.0

96.0

91.9

Students receiving
SE services

95.7

92.3

89.2

5

All students attain college and
career readiness.

Thanks to a grant from the Mounds View Schools Education
Foundation, Mounds View Public Schools was the first school
district in the state to make sure every high school junior
had a free opportunity to take the ACT on-site during the
school day. This free on-site administration began in 2011 and
ensures equal opportunity and access to the test.
To date, an average of 98 percent of students
participate in the exam and Mounds View Public
Schools students continue to exceed both the
national and state test score average.
GRADUATING CLASS ACT SCORES
Class of

District

Minnesota

Nation

2013

23.5

23.0

20.9

2014

23.5

22.9

21.1

2015

23.5

22.7

21.0

2016

23.2

21.1

20.8

2017

23.5

21.5

21.0

2018

23.6

21.3

20.8

Reported rates are based on percentage of students who graduate in
exactly 4 years + the percent of students who continue according to their
Personalized Plan.

Highest ACT score earned by 14 District
high school students
More than
$4 million

The following students received a composite score of 36 during the 2017-2018 ACT
administration, the highest score that can be achieved on the ACT exam.

in tuition savings
to students and
families (based on
$250 per credit)

17,707
college
credits were

earned by Class of
2017 students.

Joseph
Bushagour

Michael Cao

Lucy Chen

Eliot Kim

Rebecca Li

Maaz
Mohammad

Eric Palmer

Vijay Shah

Ming Shen

Michelle Sung

Abhishek
Vijayakumar

Michelle Wang

Ryan Wood

Aunika Zheng
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MAKING THE GRADE
2019 National Merit Scholar Semifinalists
The following students were named
National Merit Scholar Semifinalists for 2019.
IRONDALE

MOUNDS VIEW

Erica Carlson

Michael Cao

Lucy Chen

Sophie Gao

Irondale High School Commended students are

Amelia Aplikowski, Jesson Florentino, Jack Nugent
and Grady Salseg. Mounds View High School
Commended students are Joseph Bushagour, John
Carlson, Vivian Gao, Christopher Jin, Victoria
Li, Vidhya Mallikarujunan, Kiran Mishra, Maaz
Mohammed, Corinne Pease, Justin Reiling, Anelise
Stamper, Benjamin Steil, Austin Streit, Michelle
Sung and Alec Weber.
Mason Huberty

Top 5 District for
National Merit
Eliot Kim

Rebecca Li

Nathaniel
Moller

Thomas Neafus

Michael Pak

Each year about 1.6 million
students apply, but only
1 percent are accepted
as National Merit Semifinalists. The 20 District
students who were named National Merit
Semifinalists for 2019 will now compete for
7,500 scholarships worth more than $31 million.

Top 5 School Districts in Minnesota:
Eric Palmer

Ming Shen

Aarthi
Vijayakumar

Abhishek
Vijayakumar

Grace Su

Michelle Wang

Erik Swensen

Rachael
Wasson

Maha Syed

Diana Zhu

Minnetonka

26

Wayzata

24

Mounds View

20

Rochester

19

Edina

15

Best Communities for Music Education

Among the best in the nation

For the sixth consecutive year, the
National Association of Music Merchants
(NAMM) recognized Mounds
View Public Schools with the Best
Communities for Music Education
designation. In 2017-2018 more than
3,550 students in grades 4-12 chose to
participate in band, choir and orchestra.
Mounds View was one of only eight Minnesota school districts
to receive the designation for 2018 for demonstrating exceptional
efforts toward maintaining music education as part of the core
curriculum.

Irondale High School and
Mounds View High School
were both named among the
best high schools in Minnesota
for 2018, once again placing
them among the best in the
nation by U.S. News & World
Report (Best High Schools
rankings). The magazine recognized the schools for
exceeding expectations when it comes to student
performance on reading and math tests, and for
preparing students for college.
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BACK TO SCHOOL

Warm welcome

Stay connected in 2018-2019

Thousands of students were welcomed to Mounds View Public Schools
in September. More than 875 of those students were kindergartners just
beginning their Mounds View Public Schools careers.
Three Education Centers throughout the District welcomed hundreds
of pre-school age students. Snail Lake Education Center in Shoreview
and the Early Childhood Center and Pike Lake Education Center in
New Brighton welcomed nearly 900 children and 300 parents this fall.

Stay connected to the District and its
schools by downloading the free Mounds
View Public Schools app. Find the app in the
App Store or on Google Play to receive the
latest news and updates. Search Mounds
View Public Schools to download the app.

During the first
weeks of school
Snail Lake Education
Center principal
Kristi Abbott visited
classrooms to meet
new students like
Gunnar Anderson and
Jackson Riechers.

Translation assistance
To learn more about District programs and events
featured in this issue of School Talk in Spanish, Hmong or
Somali, please call Angel Toro (Spanish) at 651-724-0396,
Mee Yang (Hmong) at 651-724-0396 or Ali Ali (Somali) at
651-724-7482.
Haddii aad dooneysid faahfaahin dheeraad ah oo ku
saabsan barnaamijyada lugu soo qoro School Talk, ee
ka baxa Iskuulada Moundsview, fadlan la soo xiriis
Ali Ali: 651-724-7482.

Show your
school spirit!

School apparel and gear is now
available for all schools at

www.moundsviewschools.org/schoolspirit

Para aprender mas sobre los programas del Distrito Escolar
y de los eventos en esta edicion de School Talk, llame a
Angel Toro al 651-724-0396.
Yog xa paub ntau tshaj nov txog peb lub District cov program
thiab kev sib sau ua ke ntawm peb cov tsev kawm ntawv thiab
niam txiv nrog rau me nyuam kawm ntawv uas muaj nyob rau
hauv tsab ntawv School Talk no, thov hu rau Mee Yang ntawm
651-724-0396.
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
Artist residency program introduces the Gamelan at elementary schools
At elementary schools throughout the District, students in grades three, four and five were introduced to the Indonesian
Gamelan this fall. A partnership with artist-in-residence Joko Sutrisno, the artistic director of Sumunar Gamelan and Dance
Ensemble, has given students at Island
Lake Elementary School, Sunnyside
Elementary School and Bel Air Elementary
School an opportunity to play the nonwestern ensemble percussion instrument.
The residency program will continue to
reach students District-wide as it travels to
Pinewood Elementary School, Valentine
Hills Elementary School and Turtle Lake
Elementary School this school year. This
activity is made possible by the voters
of Minnesota through a grant from the
Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a
legislative appropriation from the arts and
cultural heritage fund.
To see Sunnyside Elementary School
fourth-graders playing the gamelan, visit
www.moundsviewschools.org/sunnysidegamelan.

Island Lake students (front row) Vincent Keyes, Gunnar Hoyt, (middle row) Isaac
Johnson, Jack Mabie, (back row) Ella Marshall and Kamdyn Karel.

Donate an instrument
Every year in every school, dozens of
students who participate in band and
orchestra cannot afford to rent or buy their
instrument. Schools have a limited number
of instruments for students to use for the
cost of a small annual maintenance fee.
But as the music programs grow, so does
the need.
A donated instrument will find a home
with a student in District band and orchestra
programs. Donations of brass, woodwinds
and string instruments (especially smallersized violins and violas) in any condition
are needed. Even instruments that are in
rough shape can be repaired or traded in for
a credit for a new instrument.
Simply stop into any school office
and leave the instrument along with a
name and address. Donors will receive
a gift acknowledgement form that can
be used for a tax deduction. For more
information, call 651-621-6787 or e-mail
andy.schmidt@moundsviewschools.org.
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AT heArT
Camp

(ages 50+)

Andy Schmidt, Highview Middle
School band director, received an
instrument donation from sixthgrader Jacob Hansen and his dad
(Highview alumnus) Joel McGuire.

Register now for the
January 20-23 winter
get-away. Find information
and registration details at
www.laurentiancenter.org

District students set
the stage for Twins win
More than 200 Mounds View Public Schools
musicians lined Target Field to open the
September 26 game. Orchestra students from
all six District elementary schools and the three
middle schools performed the National Anthem
at the Twins home game for a win over the
Tigers.

FOCUS on your future
Mounds View Public Schools

Kindergarten Round-Up:
Island Lake

at Snail Lake

February 4

5 – 7 p.m.

Turtle Lake

at Snail Lake

February 7

5 – 7 p.m.

Sunnyside

at Pike Lake

February 6

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Valentine Hills at Pike Lake

February 7

6 – 7 p.m.

Bel Air

at Pike Lake

February 7

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Pinewood

at Pike Lake

February 6

6 – 7 p.m.

2019 Middle School Information Nights:
Chippewa Middle School

January 31

6:15 – 8 p.m.

Edgewood Middle School

January 29

6:30 – 8 p.m.

Highview Middle School

January 29

6:30 – 8 p.m.

2019 High School Information Nights:
Pictured: Valentine Hills fifth-graders Jailee Burden,
June Wise, Adela Dubord and Stella Taylor.

In January, 8th-graders will receive registration information in the mail.
Information Nights will offer families an opportunity to learn more, and to
register online (during the event or at home).
Irondale High School

Early Childhood
Screening
Early Childhood Screening is required for
entrance into kindergarten and is offered
throughout the year at no charge. It is best to
have your child screened between ages 3.5
and 4. Screening identifies possible learning
or health concerns so that your child can
get the needed help before starting school.
Call 651-621-7421 to make your child’s early
childhood screening appointment today.

January 31

Principal’s Welcome

6:30 p.m.

Information & Activities Fair Night

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Mounds View High School

February 4

Communication Night (appointments)

4 – 6 p.m.

Communication Night (drop-ins)

6 – 8 p.m.

8th Grade Information Night (last name A-L)

5:30 – 7 p.m.

8th Grade Information Night (last name M-Z)

7 – 8:30 p.m.

New to Mounds View Public Schools?
If you have recently moved into the District and have preschool
students who may one day enroll in Mounds View Public Schools, it’s
important that you contact the Early Childhood staff to have your family
information entered into the District’s data system. Please contact
Denise.Bolander@moundsviewschools.org.
FALL 2018
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
National Anthem Day

Marking a 12-year tradition, Chippewa Middle School joined in a celebration of the
204th anniversary of the National Anthem on September 14. Thousands of schools
across the United States commemorated the day that Francis Scott Key wrote The
Star-Spangled Banner by participating in a nation-wide school sing-a-long.

Students from Chippewa’s choir and orchestra led the National Anthem while military
personnel, firefighters, local mayors and council members, School Board members, parents,
students and staff sang along.

Need help with holiday food and toys?
Thanksgiving bags with all the fixings are available to families in need during the
month of November. To set up an appointment, please call the Ralph Reeder Food
Shelf. Operation Joy, an annual holiday toy and gift program for children ages
birth to grade 12, takes place in December with registration starting November 1.
For more information, call the Food Shelf at 651-621-6280 or visit the visit the
upcoming events tab at www.ralphreederfoodshelf.org.

Looking for ways to help?
Donations can be made online or by mailing a check to Ralph Reeder Food Shelf
at 2544 Mounds View Blvd., Mounds View, MN 55112. For every dollar donated
the Food Shelf can purchase up to $8 worth of food. Donations of nonperishable
holiday food items and new unwrapped toys, gifts or gift cards are also needed and
can be dropped off between December 1 and December 18. Drop-off hours are
Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. to noon or by appointment at the back entrance.

Double your impact
Looking for ways to stretch your dollars even further? Many employers sponsor
matching gift programs and will match any charitable contributions or volunteer
hours made by their employees. To find out if your company has a matching
dollars program, contact your HR department. For additional questions on
designating the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf for a matching dollars campaign, please
call 651-621-6280.
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District-wide annual
asbestos notification
Mounds View Public Schools has
continued to respond to asbestos in
buildings in a cautious and proactive
manner. Building administration will
continue with its ongoing asbestos
operations and maintenance program,
including periodic surveillance
inspections, which are conducted on
a semi-annual basis. Also required
as part of AHERA (Asbestos Hazard
Emergency Response Act-EPA) are
re-inspections, which are conducted
by accredited inspectors every three
years since the implementation of
the District’s Management Plan. The
building administration’s ongoing
efforts related to the management
and control of asbestos containing
materials are focused on providing
a safe environment for our building
occupants and employees. If you have
any questions, would like to review the
management plan, or are interested
in recent response actions completed
at the buildings, please contact Chris
Paquette at 651-621-6090.

Pesticides and
Herbicides: Parents’
right to know
A Minnesota state law went into effect
in the year 2000 that requires schools
to inform parents and guardians if they
apply certain pesticides on the school
property. Specifically, this law requires
schools that apply these pesticides
to maintain an estimated schedule of
pesticide applications and to make
the schedule available to parents and
guardians for review or copying at each
school office. The long-term effects
on children from application of such
pesticides, or the class of chemicals
to which they belong, may not be fully
understood. If you would like to be
notified prior to pesticide applications
made on days other than those
specified in the estimated schedule
(excluding emergency applications),
please contact Chris Paquette at
651-621-6090.

Playworks
Mounds View Public Schools partnered with
Playworks to bring more inclusion to recess at
Pinewood Elementary School and Valentine Hills
Elementary School last school year. Playworks
coaches focus on six key principles of play
to ensures the most joyful, free and inclusive
experience for all children and adults. Those
principles continue to be applied during recess
at Pinewood and Valentine Hills through the
proactive recess systems and procedures that were
put in place by the Playworks model in 20172018. This fall, Playworks coaches are visiting all
elementary schools and kindergarten centers to
teach new playground games to promote social and
emotional learning during recess.

Fire station hosts
elementary school
students on 9/11

Students of all ages connect
on the football field
Mustang football players hosted a number of events this fall that
connected elementary, middle and high school students. Youth
Football Association teams took the field with the high school team
during the September home game against Totino Grace. Throughout
the season, weekly varsity team dinners included students from
Mounds View High School’s feeder schools.
Edgewood Middle
School eighth-grader
Chase Bursch (in
the helmet), and
other students in
grades six through
12, were invited to
participate in a
We Are One
inclusive football
camp in September.
High school football players went back
to their elementary schools on game
days to hold the doors for students as
they arrived at school and invite them to
the Friday night games.

Turtle Lake Elementary School students visited
the local fire station on September 11 to observe a
moment of silence, recite the Pledge of Allegiance
and remember September 11, 2001.

Future Knights
learn from high
school athletes
Irondale High School football players
and coaches hosted a free three-day
youth football camp recently. Students in grades three through eight
learned fundamental blocking, tackling and ball skills, as well as how
to warm-up and practice like a Knight.

FALL 2018
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WITH HONORS
Fine Arts Show includes Irondale
student’s ‘Star Gazer’
Irondale High School art student Ariana Carbajal’s “Star Gazer”
portrait collage was accepted and shown at the Fine Arts Show at
the Minnesota State Fair. Only 10 percent of the 2,600 entries are
selected for display. Ariana created her piece in David Hart’s art
class during the 2017-2018 school year. The assignment challenged
students to create a unique portrait through the use of lines, shapes,
colors and patterns. Paper was cut and torn from magazines,
positioned to represent the features of the face, and glued to a
transparent backing.

All-State Orchestra
Irondale High School orchestra students
Murah Hsiung ’20 and Ryan Wood ’20 were
both selected as principal section leaders for the
2018-2019 All-State Orchestra. Over the summer,
both students participated in a week-long camp
at the University of Minnesota, Duluth. The AllState Orchestra will perform at Orchestra Hall on
February 16.
Ariana with Irondale teacher David Hart.

Innovation and Integration Award
Becky Stouten, library media specialist at Mounds View High School,
was honored for her outstanding work and commitment in the field
of technology and information media. She was
selected to receive the Innovation and Integration
Award for 2018 by Information and Technology
Educators of Minnesota (ITEM). This is the
highest award presented each year by ITEM to
only one educator in the field of information
literacy and technology education.The award was
presented to Stouten during the October 26
ITEM conference in Alexandria, Minn.
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International
Health Care award
Mounds View High School
student Faith Gronda
was part of a two-person
team that placed third
out of 80 EMT teams at
the Health Occupations
Students of America (HOSA)
International Leadership
Conference in Dallas in
June. Nearly 96 Minnesota
competitors participated in the HOSA and almost
7,000 from around the U.S. and the world.

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS UPDATE

MOUNDS VIEW
Swim/dive

The following teams held spots in the
Top 10 rankings during the season.

The girls’ swim/dive team
competed at True Team
State.

• Girls’ tennis (#2)
• Boys’ cross country (#3)
• Football (#8)

Cross country

TOP

10

The girls’ cross country team of Morgan Dahl, Olivia Hoyhtya,
Taylor Isabel, Tolie Jackson, Jessica Kennedy, Kieran Meyer,
Danielle Miller, Sarah Miller and Jessica Tollander placed second
at sections and qualified for State.

Tennis
The Minnesota State High School Tennis Coaches
Association named Michael Cartwright to
the state high school coaches Hall of Fame
for tennis. Cartwright coached 26 seasons of
tennis at Mounds View and logged three state
championships and more than 1,000 wins.
The girls’ tennis team placed fourth in State.
Paige Trondson and Taylor Trondson finished as
State Doubles runners-up.

Boys’ cross country state qualifiers and sections champions include
Finn Sokolowski, Lukas Hessini, Nehemiah Gaim, Austin Streit,
Alec Nelson, Will Sacay and Elliot McArthur.

IRONDALE
Irondale’s Gary Swanson
named Youth in Music Lifetime
Achievement recipient

Front row: Paige Trondson, Taylor Trondson, Leah
Brandt; Second row: Emma Sun, Molly Austin, Hannah
Lindgren, Sanjana Pattanaik; Third row: Elena Bartels,
Katia Bartels, Sarah Tang, Amanda Diao, Katerina
Smiricinschi; Fourth row: Becky Johnson, JJ Janssen and
Scott Sundstrom.

State competitors
Jeffrey Sandkuhler and
Elizabeth VanLoon qualified for State
for cross country.

The 2018 Butch Dufault Memorial YIMMY recognized
Gary Swanson, who has directed the color guard and
visual programs at Irondale High School since the mid1980s. Swanson was honored during the Youth In Music
Marching Band Championships at the US Bank Stadium
in October. Approximately 165 students participate in
the Irondale Marching Band program annually.
FALL 2018

School Talk

19

Mounds View
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Independent School District 621
4570 Victoria St. N
Shoreview, MN 55126

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

TWIN CITIES MN
PERMIT NO 4112

Koo Koo Kanga Roo invites you to a concert
at Mounds View High School on January 13
Koo Koo Kanga Roo
Mounds View High School auditorium
January 13 at 2 p.m.
The dance-along comedy duo of Koo Koo
Kanga Roo (Bryan and Neil) will take over the
Mounds View High School auditorium on
January 13 at 2 p.m. Armed with nothing more
than an iPod, two mics, one giant rainbow and
some gold sneakers, Koo Koo Kanga Roo will host an all-ages dance party
to launch the fifth season of the Music at Mounds View series.

Visit www.moundsviewschools.org/
MusicAtMoundsView for details and to
purchase tickets. General admission tickets
for students (0-18) and seniors (65+) are $10.
Tickets for adults are $15.

