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Rolling out the

red carpet

How do residents feel
Mounds
Earlier this year, a national survey research
firm spoke to hundreds of randomly selected
residents about issues facing the District.
Here’s what residents said.

What do you like most about
Mounds View Public Schools?

Good teachers
Variety of programs
Excellent academics
“When residents appreciate teachers above all else, they’re
recognizing the most human element of our schools — our
teachers and their connection to students,” says Jonathan
Weinhagen, School Board chair. “I’ve experienced this first-hand
as a student in these schools, and it’s true today. Our teachers
get to know each student personally and deliver individualized
instruction. There’s nothing more valuable than that.”
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“Mounds View
remains one of the
most consistently
well-regarded
school districts in the
metropolitan area.”
–B
 ill Morris, president of the
Morris Leatherman Company,
survey research firm

about
View Public Schools?
How do you feel about
the District’s decisions,
education quality and
return-on-investment?

90%
89%
88%

believe the
community receives a

good value

from its investment
in our schools.

quality of
education as “excellent”

What potential uses of additional
funding would you support?

79%

Maintain class sizes

77%

Maintain current programs

76%

Expand social, emotional
and mental health support

73%

Expand career pathways
programs for high-demand,
high-wage jobs

rate the

or “good.” Nearly half
responded “excellent.”

trust the School Board

and administration to do
what is best for children
in this district.

“Mounds View remains one of the most consistently wellregarded school districts in the metropolitan area,” says
Bill Morris, president of the Morris Leatherman Company,
a national survey research firm. “The fiscal credibility of the
District is comparatively high, trust levels are solid and job
ratings strong. In fact, nearly half believe the quality of schools
is excellent. That’s remarkable considering that only a quarter
of the people in this survey currently have students in Mounds
View Public Schools and two-thirds have no school-aged
children in the home.”

Thanks to voter-approved levies, the District has
been able to keep class sizes stable and programs in
place for more than a decade. This fall, voters will
consider a new levy proposal that would ensure this
stability can continue for the next decade.
In addition, a successful levy this fall will provide
additional revenue to help enhance ongoing efforts
that provide:
• Social, emotional and mental health resources
for students.
• Upgraded safety and security for students,
staff and visitors.
• Career pathway programs preparing students
for high-demand, high-wage careers in the trades
and other job fields.
See p. 4 to learn more.
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A CLOSER LOOK
For the first time in 13 years,

Mounds View Public Schools
is asking residents

to consider a levy increase.

On Election Day, November 5, voters will consider the
School Board’s request to combine two existing levies
and add an increase that also accounts for inflation.
If approved, the District will have more reliable funding
to provide stable class sizes and consistent programs
for students – for the next 10 years.

Thanks to voter-approved levies, the District has
been able to keep class sizes stable and
programs in place for more than a decade.
Stable core class sizes
allow teachers to get to
know each of their students
personally and deliver
individualized instruction
on a daily basis.
Dozens of opportunities in
arts, athletics, academics
and clubs help students feel
more connected to each
other, to their teachers and
to their school.

The

Done
for a
Decade
LEVY REQUEST

In addition, the levy revenue will help
enhance ongoing efforts to provide:
 ocial, emotional and mental
S
health resources for students.

Enhanced safety and security
for all students, staff and
visitors.

 areer pathway programs
C
preparing students for highdemand, high-wage careers
in the trades and other job
fields.

A successful levy this fall will ensure this stability can
continue for the next decade.
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Approved

2003

Renewed
2006

2010

2013

If successful, the levy request would provide an additional
Approved
Renewed
$12 million annually and represent a monthly
tax increase
of about $28 for owners of a median-valued home in our
district.
Source: Ramsey County.

2003

2006

2010

Residents can calculate their specific
impact using a tax calculator at
www.moundsviewschools.org/
doneforadecade.
EXPIRING

Renewed

Approved

2019

!

2013

Combined levy of existing funds + increase
2029

2019

= single comprehensive 10-year levy
Approved

Renewed

Class sizes
will rise and
programs will
be cut.

If voters reject the
levy, schools will lose
$7 million every year.

Find the facts

Make your vote an informed vote.
www.moundsviewschools.org/doneforadecade

Vote early in person at the Shoreview Library
4560 Victoria Street North.
October 29 - November 1: noon - 6 p.m.
November 2: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
November 4: noon - 5 p.m.
Vote on Election Day, November 5.
For polling hours and locations visit
www.ramseycounty.us/residents/elections-voting
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KEEPING PACE WITH SPACE

On time and on budget
Schools open this fall as construction continues

A

fter a summer of construction across the District, all
schools welcomed students in September. Projects that remain
under construction as planned this school year include:
• Bel Air Elementary School
• Turtle Lake Elementary School
• Edgewood Middle School
• Irondale High School
• Mounds View High School

Newly completed projects include Island Lake Elementary
School and Pike Lake Education Center.
All schools are expanding to meet the needs of increasing
resident students thanks to a successful bond passed by voters
in 2017. By law, the money from this bond can only fund
construction efforts. Only levies can provide the revenue
necessary to keep class sizes stable and programs in place.

ISLAND LAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The new front entrance provides a
secure entry point leading to an expanded office
with increased visibility and space to greet visitors.

The renovated media center opens up
to the main hallway of the school and provides
multiple flexible learning areas for students.

PIKE LAKE EDUCATION CENTER

Break-out space outside the classrooms provides
a location for independent or small-group learning.
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Kindergartners work on different projects in one
of the two new classrooms that feature collaborative
spaces designed for flexibility.

SCHOOL BOARD
2019 School Board

Refinance saves $1.1 million
In October, the Board voted to refinance a pair of facility
bonds to reduce the interest costs over the life of these
bonds. By refinancing, the District is saving taxpayers about
$1.1 million of future interest payments. The District has
refinanced other debt issues in the past to decrease future
interest payments in the debt service fund. Since 2010, the
District has refinanced three debt issues with interest savings
of $4.1 million. Looking ahead, the District will continue to
monitor existing issues for future potential savings.

Board election: November 5
Front Row (from left): Diane Glasheen, Jonathan Weinhagen
and Marre Jo Sager. Back Row (from left): Sandra Westerman,
Shauna Bock, Heidi Danielson and Bob Helgeson.

Enrollment reaches 18-year high
For the ninth-consecutive year, enrollment has increased at
Mounds View Public Schools and is now at its highest level in
18 years. As of early October, 11,509 students have enrolled
in the District. That’s an increase of 92 students from last
school year and 88 students fewer than what was projected for
the 2019-20 school year. The growth continues to be spread
across all grade levels. Despite the increased enrollment, all
core class sizes meet the School Board’s approved ranges.

Property taxes proposed

On Election Day, voters will elect four residents to serve
four-year terms on the School Board. The following residents
have filed affidavits of candidacy.
• Heidi Danielson, New Brighton
• James DeMay, North Oaks
• Jonathan Weinhagen, Shoreview
• Sandra Westerman, Shoreview
• Derek Whitcomb, Mounds View
The School Board is made up of seven citizens elected at
large by voters in the District every two years to four-year
overlapping terms. At the end of a four-year term, members
may run for reelection to successive terms. Voting takes place
at general elections in November and terms begin the first
Monday in January thereafter. If a vacancy occurs in the
middle of a term, the School Board names an appointee.
For more information on the responsibilities of the School
Board, visit www.moundsviewschools.org/board.

Ramsey County will mail truth in taxation notices midNovember 2019. Mounds View Public Schools will discuss
the budget and the final property tax levy for 2020 at a 6 p.m.
focused forum scheduled before its regularly scheduled 7 p.m.
Board meeting on December 10, 2019, at the District Center,
when it will certify final property taxes. The proposed taxes
for 2020 total $45,263,000, which is a decrease of $5.1
million or 10 percent less than final taxes payable 2019. The
majority of this decrease is related to an operating levy that
will expire at the end of 2019. Final taxes payable for 2020
would be affected by a successful levy referendum this fall. For
more information, please visit the Budgets and Finance page
at www.moundsviewschools.org.
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MAKING THE GRADE
Mounds View Public Schools uses a number of assessments
to measure student performance and progress. Whether
the results come from state-mandated testing, District
measurement systems, or national rankings, Mounds View
continues to hold a place among the highest-performing
school districts in the state and in the nation.

Programs and services will be in place at all schools
to ensure that race, gender, class and disability
will not predict students’ success.

Students’ academic performance will not fall into patterns
identifiable by factors such as race, ethnicity, English language
proficiency, socio-economic status and disability.

The school that a student attends will not be
the predictor of his or her success in school.
Mounds View
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The District’s Equity Promise ensures that programs and
services are in place to ensure that race, gender, class and
disability are not predictors of students’ success. The Equity
Promise serves as the framework for the World’s Best
Workforce strategic plan which focuses on five goals for
continued student improvement.
1. All students meet school-readiness goals.
2. All third-grade students achieve grade-level literacy.
3. Close achievement gaps for all student groups.
4. All students graduate from high school.
5. All students attain college and career readiness.
STUDENT IMPROVEMENT PROGRESS INDICATORS

1

All students meet school-readiness goals.

The District is in its sixth year of providing a
comprehensive all-day kindergarten literacy and numeracy
program. Students’ Primary Measures of Academic Progress
(MAP) median performance remain consistently higher in
both math and reading since 2015.
YEAR

MAP Reading
Median

MAP Mathematics
Median

2016-2017

166 (73rd%-ile)

170 (78th%-ile)

2017-2018

166 (73rd%-ile)

167 (73nd%-ile)

2018-2019

165 (70th%-ile)

168 (74th%-ile)

Kindergarten National Norms (50th%-ile): Reading=158, Mathematics=159
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 ll third-grade students achieve
A
grade-level literacy.

3

 lose achievement gaps for all
C
student groups.

Student performance of the Minnesota Comprehensive
Assessment for reading provides an annual check of thirdgrade literacy progress. At Mounds View, 62.4 percent of
students are proficient (meet or exceed the standards) on this
exam which is indicative of students who are on track with
their development of literacy skills. The median performance
at each District grade level on NWEA MAP test for reading is
between 1-3 grade levels above the national norms.

To address achievement gaps, Mounds View Public Schools
believes schools must first address the gaps that exist in the
aspirations students have for their future, the opportunities
available to them and the expectations every family has for
their school.
Aspirations gap – We support the hopes and ambitions of
each student.
Expectations gap –We meet the expectations of each

student and their families as they pursue college and career
readiness.

Opportunity gap – We provide each student with access to

rigorous coursework that prepares them for opportunities of
their choice after high school.These are measured through
student support before and during the course, student
participation and student success in earning college credit.

Class of 2018 summary
of opportunities to rigorous
coursework

97%
90%
71%

of the students in the Class of
2018 participated in college
credit-earning courses.
earned college credits
earned 1 semester
or more of college credit
(12 or more credits)

12

students earned an
Associate of Arts Degree
upon high school graduation

4

All students graduate from high school.

Students graduating from Mounds View Public Schools
will be prepared to pursue higher education or to enter the
workforce. The rigorous course offerings prepare students for
their next step in life. While many students choose careers
that require additional education, those who elect to join the
workforce directly out of high school are more likely to find
greater opportunities and higher earnings with a high school
diploma, which is one of the foundations for success.
Progress on
Graduation Rates

Class of
2016

Class of
2017

Class of
2018

ALL Students

97.2

96.9

96.5

White Students

97.7

97.1

97.2

Students of Color

98.0

96.4

95.2

Students receiving
FRP lunch

93.2

93.5

92.0

Students receiving
EL services

96.0

91.9

Students receiving
SE services

92.3

89.2

5

All students attain college and
career readiness.

Thanks to a grant from the Mounds View Schools
Education Foundation, Mounds View Public Schools
was the first school district in the state to make sure
every high school junior had a free opportunity to
take the ACT on-site during the school day. This free
on-site administration began in 2011 and ensures
equal opportunity and access to the test.
To date, an average of 98 percent of
students participate in the exam, and
Mounds View Public Schools students
continue to exceed both the national
and state test score average.
GRADUATING CLASS ACT SCORES
Class of

District

Minnesota

Nation

2017

23.5

21.5

21.0

88.0

2018

23.6

21.3

20.8

93.5

2019

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT
www.moundsviewschools.org/
makingthegrade

Reported rates are based on percentage of students who
graduate in exactly 4 years + the percent of students who
continue according to their Personalized Plan.

Highest ACT score earned by
8 District high school students
The Mounds View High School students pictured here received a
composite score of 36 during the 2018-2019 ACT administration,
the highest score that can be achieved on the ACT exam.

$4,763,750
in tuition savings for Class of
2018 students and families
(calculated based on $250
per credit)

Cost savings for
students of color:

$1,367,250

Berke Lunstand

Arthur Nghiem

Shardul Rao

Aryan Sehgal

Neha Sriram

Jenna Stellmack

Peter Tran

Meryl Wang

Cost savings for
students who qualify for
free or reduced-price lunch:

$728,750
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MAKING THE GRADE
2020 National Merit Scholar
Semifinalists and
Commended students
The following
students were
named National
Merit Scholar
Semifinalists
for 2020.

Isabelle
Bierbach

Iva HammittKess

Deepta Jasthi

Berke Lunstad

Arthur Nghiem

Charles
Schumer

Aryan Sehgal

Neha Sriram

Jenna
Stellmack

Chloe Wick

Aunika Zheng

Irondale High School
Commended students are
Amelia Aplikowski, Jesson
Florentino, Jack Nugent and
Grady Salseg.
Mounds View High School
Commended students are
Levi Dohman, Michael Gennaro,
Sean Goldman, Charlotte
Hamilton, Zachary Hoglund,
Lauren Koehler, Renee Lee,
Emily Marx, Elena Pierson,
Kimberly Shen, Peter Tran,
Daniel Wang, Leon Wang,
Meryl Wang and Garrett Wride.
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Top 10 school
districts in
Minnesota
Wayzata
Minnetonka
Edina
Eden Prairie
Woodbury
Mounds View
Minneapolis
Bloomington
Osseo
St. Paul

Best Communities
for Music Education
In 2019, Mounds View Public
Schools was one of only 10
school districts in Minnesota to
earn the Best Communities for
Music Education designation.
It’s the seventh consecutive year the District was
honored for demonstrating exceptional efforts toward
maintaining music education as part of the core
curriculum.

Among the best in the nation
Both high schools are
consistently recognized among
the top high schools in the
nation on the U.S. News &
World Report list of “Best High
Schools.” Irondale and Mounds
View were both ranked among
the best in the nation for
exceeding expectations when it comes to
student performance on reading and math tests, and
for preparing students for college in 2019.

Translation assistance
To learn more about District programs and events
featured in this issue of School Talk in Spanish,
Hmong or Somali, please call Angel Toro (Spanish) at
651-724-2854, Mee Yang (Hmong) at 651-724-0396 or
Basima Mohamed (Somali) at 651-724-7482.
Haddii aad dooneysid faahfaahin dheeraad ah oo ku
saabsan barnaamijyada lugu soo qoro School Talk, ee
ka baxa Iskuulada Moundsview, fadlan la soo xiriis
Basima Mohamed: 651-724-7482.
Para aprender mas sobre los programas del Distrito
Escolar y de los eventos en esta edicion de School Talk,
llame a Angel Toro al 651-724-2854.
Yog xa paub ntau tshaj nov txog peb lub District cov
program thiab kev sib sau ua ke ntawm peb cov tsev
kawm ntawv thiab niam txiv nrog rau me nyuam kawm
ntawv uas muaj nyob rau hauv tsab ntawv School Talk
no, thov hu rau Mee Yang ntawm 651-724-0396.

EDUCATION FOUNDATION
The Mounds View Schools Education Foundation works in collaboration with
Mounds View Schools District leadership to identify programs that require funding
to advance opportunities for students throughout the Mounds View District.
For more information on the Foundation visit www.mvsef.org.

New Board Members
The Mounds View Schools Education Foundation is pleased to welcome three new members of the
Board of Trustees to the Foundation.
Ann Gentry
Ann (Klosterman) Gentry is a Mounds View High School graduate, via Snail Lake and Chippewa. After
earning a bachelor of arts degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Ann moved to Jackson
Hole to work with the Teton Science Schools and eventually held various instructional and coaching
roles with the Teton County School District. Since her return to Minnesota in 2010, Ann has held
several volunteer positions within the Island Lake community, her church and other non-profits. Ann
and her husband have four children who currently attend Mounds View’s ECFE programs and Island
Lake Elementary.

J.J. Killins
J.J. Killins and her husband Ron have been Mounds View Public Schools residents for more than
12 years. They have two children, one beginning high school at Irondale High School and one
entering Edgewood Middle School. J.J. has volunteered in a variety of capacities in both schools
and the District. Notably, she was a member of the Facilities Task Force and served as photographer
on the communications team for Neighbors United. She is the owner of J.J. Killins Photography.

Erin Stalsberg
Erin Stalsberg is an Executive Fellow at the University of St. Thomas in the School of Education. In
this role, she teaches and mentors students throughout their student teaching experience. Prior to
joining St. Thomas, Erin spent 13 years in Spring Lake Park School District as a third-grade teacher
and most recently an instructional coach. Prior to her career as an educator, Erin worked for Target
Corporation in marketing. Erin received her bachelor of arts degree in journalism and public relations,
and completed her masters of arts in education from the University of St. Thomas. Erin resides in
North Oaks with her husband Greg, a proud Mounds View High School graduate, and their children.
Their children attend Turtle Lake Elementary and Incarnation preschool. The Stalsbergs are actively
involved in Young Life, a non-profit youth ministry organization that serves students in our community.

More than 300 parents and community leaders are expected
to attend Rock the School House on November 9, 2019, at
Vadnais Heights Commons. To learn more about how you can
participate and support the Mounds View Schools Education, visit
moundsviewschools.org/RTSH for more information.
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BACK TO SCHOOL

Warm Welcome

Thousands of students were welcomed to Mounds View Public Schools in September.

Three Education Centers throughout the District welcomed hundreds of
preschool age students. Snail Lake Education Center in Shoreview and the
Early Childhood Center and Pike Lake Education Center in New Brighton
welcomed nearly 800 children and almost 300 parents this fall.

More than 850 kindergarten students began their school
career in September. For kindergarten students at Pike
Lake Education Center (pictured) and Snail Lake Education
Center, the day was filled with firsts including navigating the
hallways, remembering their pin at lunchtime and more.

At the elementary schools, first-graders were introduced to new
teachers, classrooms and routines while fifth-graders like Reese
Demeny, Macallan Murphy, Lauren Lowe and Stella Fagerlee (Turtle
Lake) reunited with friends.

Sixth-graders had an opportunity to
navigate the hallways, learn their
locker combination and experience
their new school without the seventhand eighth-graders during sixth-grade
only day.

Highview Middle School opened the school year with
a themed event in which staff welcomed students
by unrolling a red carpet. Staff dressed up for the
“Lights, Camera, Hawk Pride!” event. Photo booths
and announcers made the day fun for all. Watch the
promotional video that staff created for students by visiting
www.moundsviewschools.org/highviewvideos.
School Resource Officer Matt Farmer helped Highview
seventh-grader Sean Hinnenkamp get red-carpet ready.
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Despite ongoing construction at some sites, all schools
opened on time and provided a warm welcome to more than
11,500 students. Watch school-specific video updates on
construction progress by visiting the facilities video library
at www.moundsviewschools.org/facilitiesvideos. Visit
www.moundsviewschools.org/facilities for more information.

FOCUS on your future
Mounds View Public Schools
Kindergarten Round-Up:
Island Lake

at Snail Lake

February 6

5 – 7 p.m.

Turtle Lake

at Snail Lake

February 4

5 – 7 p.m.

Bel Air, Pinewood, Sunnyside and Valentine Hills
at Pike Lake

February 5

		

Last Names A – D

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

		

Last Names E – K

6 – 7 p.m.

at Pike Lake

February 6

		

Last Names L – R

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

		

Last Names S – Z

6 – 7 p.m.

2020 Middle School Information Nights:
Chippewa Middle School

January 30

6:15 – 7:45 p.m.

Edgewood Middle School

January 30

4 – 8 p.m.

Highview Middle School

February 4

6:30 – 8 p.m.

2020 High School Information Nights:
In January, 8th-graders will receive registration information in the mail.
Information Nights will offer families an opportunity to learn more, and to
register online (during the event or at home).
A total of 950 high school freshmen started the
school year without upperclassmen. After student
mentors welcomed freshmen to Mounds View
High School (pictured), they helped staff lead
orientation activities and a pepfest to help the
ninth-graders celebrate the start of their high
school career. Student mentors at Irondale taught
the Class of 2023 the school song and a series of
cheers that the school uses at sporting events and
school activities.

Donations help more than 850 students
Thanks to donations, the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf distributed
school supplies to 867 students in grades K-12 during its
annual Good Neighbor Back to School Project. Students
received everything from pencils to backpacks. Supplies are
still available for those needing help. Please call the food shelf
for more information at 651-621-6280.

Irondale High School

January 30

Information & Activities Fair Night
Mounds View High School

5:30 – 7 p.m.

February 4

8th-Grade Information Night
& Activities Fair (last name A – L)

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

8th-Grade Information Night
& Activities Fair (last name M – Z)

7 – 8 p.m.

Stay connected in 2019 – 20
Stay connected to the District and its schools by
downloading the free Mounds View Public Schools app.
Find the app in the App Store or on Google Play to receive
the latest news and updates. Search Mounds View Public
Schools to download the app.
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
District musicians
perform at Target Field
This fall, orchestra faculty worked with nearly 300 Mounds View
Public Schools fifth- and sixth-grade orchestra students to prepare
them for a September 16 performance of the National Anthem at
the Twins/White Sox game. It’s the fourth annual appearance by
the District’s summer orchestra students at Target Field.

Summer orchestra program
draws record numbers
Nearly 500 fourth- and fifth-grade students participated
in the summer orchestra program this year.
Families and friends gathered for the end-of-summer
concert at the University of Northwestern on July 31.
In addition to the fourth- and fifth-grade concert, 150
sixth-graders also performed that evening.
The July 31 concert closed with applause for the
progress made by students, and in celebration of
Connie Aiken. The summer concert marked the last
concert led by Aiken, who retired after 25 years
teaching orchestra within Mounds View Public Schools.

Give your

house cleaning
more meaning
Pictured (from left to right): Valentine Hills fifth-graders Nyadeh Kpasie,
Liana Francisco, Emma Bernston and Piper Schmidt at Target Field.

Summer band program
welcomes guest conductor
This summer, Minnesota Orchestra trumpet player Manny Laureano
spent time with the District’s advanced middle school band students.
Laureano, who also directs the Minnesota Youth Orchestra, played
the trumpet for the seventh-, eighth and ninth-grade summer band
participants before serving as the guest conductor. Nearly 550 students
in grades 5-7 participated in summer band programs.
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by donating

an unused instrument
Every year in every school, dozens of
students who participate in band and
orchestra cannot afford to rent or buy their
instrument. Schools have a limited number
of instruments for students to use for the
cost of a small annual maintenance fee.
But as the music programs grow, so does
the need.
A donated instrument will find a home
with a student in District band and orchestra
programs. Donations of brass, woodwinds
and string instruments (especially smallersized violins and violas)...in any condition are
needed. Even instruments that are in rough
shape can be repaired or traded in for a
credit for a new instrument.
Simply stop into any school office and
leave the instrument along with a name
and address. Donors will receive a gift
acknowledgement form that can be used for
a tax deduction. For more information, call
651-621-6787.

Summer tour of
Germany and Austria
District High School students spent more than
two weeks exploring Germany and Austria
this summer. Mounds View students Jett
Brownlee, Zoey Brownlee and Donovan Duke,
and Irondale student Sebastian Waterhouse,
flew to Frankfurt, Germany, with teacher Jill
Hallenberger and retired teacher Cheryl Wason
in late June.
The trip included a five-day family stay
that was facilitated with the help of the
Shoreview Einhausen Sister City Association.
Students stayed with families in and around
Einhausen and were able to participate in
outings and tours set up by the families and the
Partnerschaftsverein organization in Einhausen.

Students tour the state in
summer EL program

District high school students who participated in the English Language
(EL) summer school program spent the summer exploring Minnesota
with educational excursions to Fort Snelling, the State Capitol, the James
J Hill House, the Minnesota History Center and more. Students enjoyed
a Mississippi River Boat tour of the Anson Northrup while practicing
English with new friends. High school credit was earned by 11 students
from Irondale and Mounds View High School.

Summer English Language students visited Allianz Field for a tour in August.
Pictured: Milton Aguilar, Belkis Aguilarmsn Abby Snyder (teacher chaperone),
Kari Huey (teacher chaperone), Daniel Arana Cruz, Juan Guasco Huerta, Tenzin
Phuntsok, Cham Kouame, Edwin Perez, Osman Ibrahim, teacher Marjorie Hay,
Obang Ojulu, Ebriama Jaiteh and Jonathan Mutzus Tacatic.

Pesticides and Herbicides: Parents’ right to know

Pictured in Berchtesgaden, Germany, at the
Eagle’s Nest (left to right): Sebastian Waterhouse,
Jett Brownlee, Zoe Brownlee and Donovan Duke.

A Minnesota state law went into effect in the year 2000 that requires
schools to inform parents and guardians if they apply certain pesticides
on the school property. Specifically, this law requires schools that
apply these pesticides to maintain an estimated schedule of pesticide
applications and to make the schedule available to parents and guardians
for review or copying at each school office. The long-term effects on
children from application of such pesticides, or the class of chemicals
to which they belong, may not be fully understood. If you would like to be
notified prior to pesticide applications made on days other than those
specified in the estimated schedule (excluding emergency applications),
please contact Chris Paquette at 651-621-6090.
FALL 2019
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
Summer school
celebration

In celebration of a productive summer of learning,
students in the elementary and middle school summer
programs came together for a day of fun and reflection.
Middle school students partnered with students from
their elementary feeder schools to lead team building
activities including egg races, hot potato and the human
knot. Students worked together to create a mural filled
with memories from the summer programs.

REACH staff promote Unity Day
On Unity Day 2019, the staff at REACH Academy came
together by wearing orange to support the message that bullying
is never acceptable behavior. They stood united for kindness,
acceptance and inclusion. Unity Day is sponsored by PACER’s
National Bullying Prevention Center.

John Teah, Angie Siegle-Pugh, Maureen Parkes, Meghan Heffner, Teri
Guse, Mark Bernarde, Megan Ness, Thea Cienciwa, Lynn Rohrbacher,
Monique Younker and Ed Regalado.

WITH HONORS
Pinewood Elementary School students and Turtle Lake
Elementary School students were bused to Chippewa Middle
School where kids were placed into predetermined groups
with the Edgewood Middle School and Chippewa Middle
School students (based on their coordinating feeder school).

District-wide annual asbestos notification
Mounds View Public Schools has continued to respond to
asbestos in buildings in a cautious and proactive manner.
Building administration will continue with its ongoing asbestos
operations and maintenance program, including periodic
surveillance inspections, which are conducted on a semiannual basis. Also required as part of AHERA (Asbestos Hazard
Emergency Response Act-EPA) are re-inspections, which are
conducted by accredited inspectors every three years since the
implementation of the District’s Management Plan. The building
administration’s ongoing efforts related to the management and
control of asbestos containing materials are focused on providing
a safe environment for our building occupants and employees.
If you have any questions, would like to review the management
plan, or are interested in recent response actions completed at
the buildings, please contact Chris Paquette at 651-621-6090.
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Mounds View High School
senior named to the Minnesota
Youth Council
Minnesota Alliance With Youth
announced recently that Mounds
View High School senior Hufsa
Ahmed has been selected to serve
on the Minnesota Youth Council
for her second term. Hufsa Ahmed
is a second-year Minnesota Youth
Council representative. She is
involved in the community and
helping others through co-curricular activities including
DECA and H2O for Life. Hufsa is passionate about
mental health awareness and increasing civic engagement
among youth.
The Minnesota Youth Council (MYC) is a collaboration
of youth and adults working together to empower and
mobilize young people across the state to exercise their
voices, opinions and ideas and take action on issues
affecting youth.

Enrichment programs are available beforeand after-school throughout the year. Watch
your mailbox in the coming weeks for the
winter/spring catalog. Planning is already
underway for summer 2020. Mark your
calendars and watch your mail boxes in
mid-February for the summer camps and
programs Community Education catalog.

Summer enrichment camps
More than 1,800 participants engaged in full- or
half-day enrichment camps this summer. New this
year, Community Education camps featured a builtin hour of drop-off and pick-up care. A wide range
of camp offerings included performance playhouse,
clay camp and superhero woodworking.

New to Mounds View
Public Schools?
If you have recently moved into the District
and have preschool students who may one
day enroll in Mounds View Public Schools, it's
important that you contact the Early Childhood
staff to have your family information entered
into the District’s data system. Please contact
Denise.Bolander@moundsviewschools.org.

Early Childhood Screening

Young at Heart

Early Childhood Screening is required for
entrance into kindergarten and is offered
throughout the year at no charge. It is best to
have your child screened between ages 3.5
and 4. Screening identifies possible learning
or health concerns so that your child can get
the needed help before starting school.
Call 651-621-7421 to make your child’s early
childhood screening appointment today.

Young at Heart Camp 2019 (for adults 50+)
welcomed 35 participants to Laurentian
Environmental Center in Britt, Minn., for a wide range
of activities. Classes included acrylic painting, wild edibles
walk, book binding, a field trip to the Bois Forte Heritage
Center and Cultural Museum, an evening of live music and a cooking
demonstration. Register now for Young at Heart Winter 2020 to explore
the Northwoods and warm up in our cabin-style lodge January 19-22.
To register, visit moundsviewschools.org/registercommunityed.

Need help with holiday food
and toys for your children?
Thanksgiving bags with all the fixings are
available to families in need during the month
of November. To set up an appointment please
call the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf. Operation
Joy, an annual holiday toy and gift program
for children ages birth to grade 12, takes place in December with
registration starting November 1. For more information, call the
Food Shelf at 651-621-6280 or visit the visit the upcoming events
tab at www.ralphreederfoodshelf.org.

Looking for ways to help?
Donations can be made online or by mailing a check
to Ralph Reeder Food Shelf at 2544 Mounds View
Blvd, Mounds View, MN 55112. For every dollar
donated the Food Shelf can purchase up to $8 worth
of food. Donations of nonperishable holiday food
items and new unwrapped, toys, gifts or gift cards
are also needed and can be dropped off between
December 2 and December 18. Drop off hours are
Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. to noon or by appointment at
the back entrance.
FALL 2019
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SPORTS UPDATE

IRONDALE
Connecting with
the community

Irondale Knights on
Twitter @GoIrondale
facebook.com/
IrondaleHighSchool

Track co-curricular activities
on your mobile devices
Search MOUNDS VIEW PUBLIC
SCHOOLS in the app store.

For the most up-to-date news, visit the Activities and
Athletics website at www.moundsviewschools.org/irondale.

Irondale High
School’s girls’
cross country
team worked
together to clean
up the community
by picking up
garbage along
area running trails
this fall.

In August, the Irondale Youth Football
Association and high school athletes
gathered more than 100 players,
parents and coaches to walk in the
Stockyard Days parade. All ages of
athletes connected to rally school
spirit and get the community excited
for football season by passing out
football schedules.

Future Knights learn from
high school athletes
Irondale High School football players and coaches
hosted a free three-day youth football camp recently.
Students in grades three through eight learned
fundamental blocking, tackling and ball skills, as
well as how to warm-up and practice like a Knight.

Music of the Knight
Irondale’s award-winning marching band drew a crowd of thousands to its
27th annual Music of the Knight performance on September 28. Miss
the fall event? Attend the Winter Music of the Knight event on February 22.
Visit www.irondalebands.org/winter-music-of-the-knight for details.

Irondale High School Football players volunteered at
the annual Irondale Youth Camp in August. Over 40
player volunteers led more than 150 campers through
drills and games to help youth players develop and
build community in the program.

Pictured: 2019 Irondale High School Marching Knights
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MOUNDS VIEW
The following Mounds View teams held spots
in the Top 10 rankings during the season,
which is currently still in progress:
• Boys’ cross country (1)
• Girls’ tennis (3)
• Football (4)

TOP

10

Coach of the Year
The Minnesota Cross Country Coaches
Association named Mounds View
High School’s Ross Fleming the 2018
Class AA Coach of the Year. In his 33rd
year as head coach, Fleming directed
Mounds View High School to a runner-up
showing at the State Meet, matching the school’s best
finish in history (1983, 1984 and 1999). The Mustangs
won Section 5AA and Suburban East conference
championships. The team also qualified for Nike Nationals
after a 21-point victory in the Heartland Regional.

Connecting with community

Find the Mounds View Mustangs
on Twitter @GoMVMustangs
Follow us on Facebook at
facebook.com/
MoundsViewHighSchool
For the most up-to-date news,
visit the Activities and
Athletics website at
www.moundsviewschools.org/
moundsview.

 Mounds View’s volleyball volunteered their time
at Feed My Starving Children in August.

The girls’ swim team 
sponsored the dunk tank at the
Slice of Shoreview this summer.

Track co-curricular activities
on your mobile devices. Search
MOUNDS VIEW PUBLIC
SCHOOLS in the app store.

Students of all ages connect on the football field
Mustang football players hosted a number of events this summer and early fall that
connected elementary, middle and high school students. Youth Football Association
teams took the field with the high school team in August and again for a football game in
September. Throughout the season, weekly varsity team dinners included students from
Mounds View High School’s feeder schools.
Green and White Night brought youth football and high school football together on
the Mounds View High School field in August.
Left: High school players
distributed youth game
jerseys to elementary and
middle school football
players.
Right: Elementary and
middle school football
players lined up to
meet the high school
football players and get
autographs during Green
and White Night.
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FAST FACTS

Mounds View
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MOUNDS VIEW SERVES

11,509
students in grades K-12

MOUNDS VIEW is the

10th largest
district in the state

WHO WE ARE

EMPLOYEES

38% non-white
ligible for free or
29%	ereduced
price lunch
Mound
s View
L

PUB

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Anoka-Hennepin
St. Paul
Minneapolis
Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan
Osseo
South Washington County
Rochester
Elk River
Robbinsdale
Mounds View
Wayzata
Lakeville
Minnetonka
North St. Paul-Maplewood-Oakdale
Bloomington
St. Cloud
Eastern Carver County
Prior Lake-Savage Area
Eden Prairie
Burnsville
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Mounds View Public Schools
After English, the top three
languages spoken by families:
1 - Spanish 2 - Somali 3 - Hmong

OUR COMMUNITY

98,794 residents
in 7 cities
Arden Hills
Mounds View
New Brighton
North Oaks
Roseville
Shoreview
Vadnais Heights

7 out of 10
resident households have
no school-aged children

3rd largest

is the
employer in our attendance
area with 1,621 employees.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Medtronic
Boston Scientific
Mounds View Public Schools
Wells Fargo
Deluxe Corporation

CAPTURE RATE

8 out of 10
resident students
attend our schools

