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Sneak
peek
A tour
inside our
new, flexible
spaces

Flexible spaces, pers
I

t’s been a long time coming.
After years of research, planning,
design and collaboration, a handful of
schools are opening their new spaces to
students. And the results are garnering
positive reviews from students, staff and
parents.
More than two years ago, Island
Lake first-grade teacher Molly Welk
was part of the design committee that
helped shape the new spaces in her
school. Now that she’s finally teaching
in one of those completed spaces, she’s
experiencing the impact it has on her
students and on her teaching skills.
“There’s a higher energy or buzz
among staff,” she says. “Even if they
don’t have a new space or a classroom
that’s been remodeled, they’re seeing
this new furniture and asking questions
about how we’re using it. The new
spaces are informing all of our teachers
on how to use our classrooms to
personalize learning, regardless of who
has a remodeled room or not.”
More than the furniture, the new
space provides a major advantage:
Flexibility.
“It allows me and my students to
break up into pairs and into small
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Molly Welk's first-grade
class features flexible
learning spaces for
Island Lake students.

Each of the eight additional classrooms at Turtle Lake features adjacent break-out space for
flexible learning opportunities.

groups very flexibly, so that students
are able to quickly and easily collaborate
with one another on projects,” says
Welk. “As a teacher, the new space
really helps me to reflect on some of my
practices and how I instruct.”

‘Voice and choice’
At Turtle Lake Elementary School,
first-grade teacher Emily Scanlon fully
embraces the connection between
flexible spaces and personalized learning.
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“I spend a lot of time talking with
my students about what their needs are
as learners,” she says. “We’re not all the
same. Now with this new classroom,
students are more in charge of their
space, and they have the opportunity
to express voice and choice in our
classroom. It’s really exciting.”
As with all new spaces in the District,
those choices are easily adaptable. Each
classroom or adjoining flex space allows
for teachers to easily configure their
room for different teaching styles or
personalized, student-centered goals.
“It doesn’t take me spending all day
rearranging things to make it happen,”
says Scanlon. “We can slide a desk
together here or there to be a partner.
And when students say they want to
have some separate space to do an
activity, they can slide things apart.”
Even her students’ parents are fans of
the new space.
“At conferences, every single parent
opened up by saying, ‘Oh my gosh! My
student has been talking about these
amazing spaces. And they were right!’ ”
she says.

sonalized learning
A space for each pace
Highview Middle School teacher
Lauren Hadden introduces the
importance of space and pace in
her U.S. history class. Her newly
configured classroom is outfitted with
high-top collaborative tables, cushioned
story steps, individual work desks and
lounge-and-learn couches. Some of the
most popular options are the wobble
chairs — a flexible seating option ideal
for students who like movement while
they sit without tipping over.

His classmate, eighth-grader Gabriel
Lundgren, agrees.
“I like that there’s a different seating
choice for whatever mood you’re in and
a different learning pathway that can
also fit your mood,” he says.
Irondale High School is nearing the
mid-point of its construction schedule,
but it has already opened up a handful
of newly completed spaces for students.
In the middle of the school, outdoor
courtyard space has been reconfigured
to feature two glass-walled classrooms

“I like that there’s
a different seating
choice for whatever
mood you’re in.”
–G
 abriel Lundgren,
eighth-grader at
Highview Middle School

Students have options for where they want to learn based on how they learn best. L-R: Highview eighth-grader Peter Nguyen,
Turtle Lake first-grader Allison McCammon and Highview eighth-grader Leo Martinez-Alonzo.

Highview eighth-grader August
McDonald says his favorite part of
the class is that students can choose to
either work with the teacher, a group of
students or individually. And the space
makes all choices possible.
“If we want to work with the teacher
we can sit up front. If we want to work
with our group we can work at our
group table. If we want to be more
secluded and focused we can always sit
at a higher table. It’s nice that we get an
option of where we want to work and
do whatever works best for us,” he says.

with extensive flex space adjacent to
each. And although the spaces are only
weeks old, they’re already changing the
way students view their school.
“I’ve never really had fun in another
classroom here before,” admits
sophomore Spencer Lunquist. “I like
these bright colors. This space just
has a much better feel to it.”
Construction continues in phases
across the District for another year.
Likewise, flexible furniture will be
introduced in phases to various
classrooms in the months and years

to come according to a replacement
schedule.
“Our residents made these
improvements possible when they
passed the bond referendum three
years ago,” says Superintendent Chris
Lennox. “We want our community
to know these spaces are making a
difference for students.”
To view slide shows of completed construction
spaces, visit moundsviewschools.org/facilities.
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How do students embrace the space?
Emily Scanlon’s first-grade classroom at Turtle Lake offers many uses — simultaneously.
Students meet with their teacher in small groups
of two to six students regularly throughout the
week for personalized instruction.

Teachers can reinforce
math concepts through
small-group games.

A small table, a single-seat desk
or even stacked shelves
can support students who want
to work independently.

Left: Irondale’s outdoor
courtyard space has
been reconfigured
to feature two glasswalled classrooms with
stations for diverse
learning styles.

Right: Irondale
classrooms feature
break-out space for
student collaboration.
“There’s a lot more
room here,” says
freshman Kather
Mouneim. “Everything
is more open. It’s not
as hot. And it’s a lot
quieter too.”
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The way the space is set up
for students now, their world
Students form
partnerships at
work tables.

has grown so greatly.
–E
 mily Scanlon, first-grade teacher at
Turtle Lake Elementary School

Ally Shinar’s second-grade
class enjoys reading time in the
renovated Island Lake library.
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KEEPING PACE WITH SPACE

Breaking ground and cutting
Students and staff remain flexible and patient as
construction continues throughout the District. All
schools are expanding to meet the needs of increasing
resident students thanks to a successful bond passed
by voters in 2017. Projects that remain under
construction as planned this school year include:

Valentine Hills Elementary School
Flex space outside the classroom will provide a location
for independent or small-group learning opportunities.

• Bel Air Elementary School
• Edgewood Middle School
• Irondale High School
• Mounds View High School
In addition, four schools will break ground this spring
as the final phase of construction gets underway.

Sunnyside Elementary School

Pinewood Elementary School

The expanded cafeteria will provide additional
capacity and feature large windows to offer
abundant daylight.

The new classrooms will feature movable glass
partitions that will foster collaboration between
staff and students.

Chippewa
Middle
School
The renovated
student
commons will
allow for informal
student and staff
collaboration.
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ribbons
1
Turtle Lake
Elementary School
In late 2019, Turtle Lake
Elementary School held a ribboncutting ceremony to celebrate the
completion of its project.

2

Principal Darin Johnson
welcomed guests at a
December ribbon-cutting
ceremony.

1. The expanded cafeteria brings in
light and brings down the volume. “The
opportunity for student conversation has
improved because the space is quieter,
and we’re spread out a little bit more,”
says first-grade teacher Emily Scanlon.

3

2. Open flexible space outside of new
glass-walled classrooms allows students
to work independently or collaboratively
at various stations — while remaining
visible to teachers in the classrooms.
3. Multiple stations give students a
choice in where they want to learn,
based on how they learn best.
4. Classrooms adjoined by glass walls
offer improved teacher collaboration.
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A CLOSER LOOK

Voters said ‘Yes!’
Levy supports personalized learning

Voters approved the District’s $12 million levy request on
Election Day 2019 by a margin of more than 60% in favor.
“On behalf of Mounds View Public Schools, I want to
thank our community for approving the School Board’s levy
request,” said Superintendent Chris Lennox. “This support
allows us to continue the important work of providing
students with an exceptional, personalized and comprehensive
education.”
As a result of the vote, schools will have more reliable
funding to provide stable class sizes and consistent programs
for students — for the next 10 years.

Class sizes and programs
In elementary schools, students meet with their teacher
individually and in small groups of two to six students
multiple times throughout the week for personalized
instruction.

When it comes to programs, the successful levy will
stabilize the opportunities provided to students through
co-curriculars in arts, athletics or academics. Programs also
include all educational opportunities staffed by a specialist
and even field trips.

Student support and engagement
In addition, the levy revenue will help enhance ongoing
efforts to address social, emotional and behavioral support
and resources for students. Mounds View is committed to
identifying ways to enhance programming and increase
the number of support positions in order to best meet the
needs of all students. The successful levy now will help fund
these strategies and other resources that provide students
with social, emotional and behavioral support.

Safety and security
Last year, the District identified a number of safety and
security needs it wished to address. These include updated
visitor management systems, door ajar/alarm notification
improvements and enhanced camera and intercom systems.
Levy funding will fund these important upgrades for the
safety and security of students, staff and visitors.

Career classes
Literacy teacher Kate Zobro Daniels regularly meets with small
groups of Valentine Hills Elementary School students to provide
targeted reading strategies.

“Keeping class sizes as small as possible allows us to
personalize our instruction,” says Christine Cyr, fourth-grade
teacher at Pinewood Elementary School. “Our students are
more likely to ask questions and feel safe taking risks in their
learning in smaller class sizes. Having stable class sizes into
the future is such a relief for us and will benefit the students
greatly.”
8
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As students move through elementary, middle and eventually
high school, they will have the opportunity to explore a
variety of careers through specific coursework aligned to
industry pathways. Many courses offer the opportunity to
earn college credit. The pathway program currently offers
opportunities in automotive, business, construction/solar,
welding and engineering/manufacturing. Thanks to the levy,
students will continue to have opportunities to experience
additional pathways to high-demand, high-wage careers.

SCHOOL BOARD
2020 School Board

Audit report praised
In November, a representative from the audit firm
Malloy, Montague, Karnowski, Radosevich &
Co., P.A. reviewed the 2018-19 audited financial
statements and supplemental reports. During
the presentation to the Board, the representative
commended the District for its excellence
in financial reporting and issued the highest
level of audit reporting an auditor can give an
organization. The audit report is available at
moundsviewschools.org/finance.

New non-resident
enrollment closed

Diane Glasheen, Heidi Danielson, Jonathan Weinhagen, Sandra Westerman,
Marre Jo Sager, Shauna Bock and Jim DeMay.

Voters select School Board

On Election Day last fall, voters in Mounds View Public Schools
returned Jonathan Weinhagen and Sandra Westerman to the School
Board. First-time candidates Heidi Danielson (appointed to the Board
in 2019) and James DeMay won seats as well. Each will serve a fouryear term. Election results for all candidates are below:
Heidi Danielson

8,529 votes

23.59%

James DeMay

6,424 votes

17.77%

Johnathan Weinhagen

7,324 votes

20.26%

Sandra Westerman

8,288 votes

22.92%

Derek Whitcomb

5,208 votes

14.4%

Source: Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State

Officers elected
Every year at its first meeting in January, the School Board holds an
organizational meeting to elect officers, make committee and school
liaison assignments and settle other routine business. This year, the
Board re-elected Jonathan Weinhagen as chair, Diane Glasheen as
vice chair and Sandra Westerman as clerk. The Board also elected
Shauna Bock as treasurer. Recently elected members Jim DeMay, Heidi
Danielson, Jonathan Weinhagen and Sandra Westerman were sworn in
at the January 14 Board meeting.

The Board approved a resolution to keep new nonresident enrollment options closed for the 202122 school year. There are multiple measures that
indicate that the District’s resident enrollment will
continue to see growth for the next several school
years. Based on the current capacities of school
buildings and the projected growth in resident
enrollments, the District will need to remain
closed for new non-resident enrollment options.

2021-22 calendar approved
At the February School Board meeting, the
Board approved the 2021-22 school year
calendar. The calendar contains no significant
changes to traditional breaks including MEA
break, Thanksgiving break, winter break
and spring break. Visit the calendars page at
moundsviewschools.org/calendars to see the
current calendar and the next two school-year
calendars.

Property taxes certified
In December, the Board approved a resolution
to certify the 2020 property tax levy. The final
certification will be forwarded to Ramsey County
for processing of the final property tax statement.
The tax statements are being mailed in March
2020. The property tax revenue will be available to
the District for the 2020-21 school year. As a result
of the voter-approved levy referendum on Election
Day 2019, the total levy amount is $63,113,967
which is 25% greater than the 2019 tax levy. For
more information, visit the Budgets & Finance
webpage at moundsviewschools.org/finance.
SPRING 2020
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EDUCATION FOUNDATION

It’s time to
replace StarLab,
and you can help.
The Mounds View Schools Education
Foundation announces its first capital
campaign.
StarLab is a portable, inflatable planetarium that
engages students in a unique, cost-effective way,
impacting thousands of elementary school students
in Mounds View Public Schools each year.
“It’s unique because you can’t just go up into
space,” says Josh Dreher, a fifth-grade student at
Bel Air Elementary School. “But here you can see
the stars and all the constellations.”
The current inflatable dome has weathered the
storm of tens of thousands of Mounds View
elementary school children who have passed
through its zipped entry for decades. Technology
has advanced tremendously over the years, and it’s
difficult for teachers to maintain its operations, from
the multimedia presentations to the structure itself.
Simply put: It’s time for a replacement, and the
Foundation is leading the charge.
The newest StarLab has state-of-the-art software
and projection technology, and its enhanced
software creates dynamic and interactive learning
environments. The immersive experiences increase
student interest and engagement in astronomy,
earth science and life science with an expanded set
of curriculum resources.
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“Our kids count down the days until they have
StarLab time, and then they talk about it for days,”
says parent and Foundation trustee Erin Stalsberg.
“If we, as parents and leaders, can make it possible
for the next generation to have this much joy from
StarLab, then we should.”
Stalsberg also serves as the Mission: StarLab
Campaign co-chair. To date, the Foundation has
secured more than $25,000 in gifts towards the
campaign goal of $50,000 necessary to purchase
a new StarLab. The goal is to secure the remaining
funds by June so the new StarLab can be purchased
and ready for the 2020-21 school year. To learn
more about the campaign, visit MVSEFgive.org.

You can’t just
go up into space,
but here you can
see the stars.
– Josh Dreher,
fifth-grader at Bel Air
Elementary School

UPCOMING EVENTS
Fourth annual PowWow
Join us on Friday, April 17, for the Mounds
View Public Schools fourth annual PowWow to
celebrate and honor American Indian students,
education and tradition. This event will include
song, dance, food and more. The feast begins at
5:30 p.m. and the grand entry takes place at 6:30
p.m. at Highview Middle School. The PowWow is
free, and everyone is welcome!
Students from Valentine Hills Elementary School,
Chippewa Middle School and Mounds View High
School participate in the 2019 PowWow at Irondale.

36th annual Chalkboard Capers show
Chalkboard Capers is a variety show presented annually by the Mounds
View Education Association. District teachers and staff host the show to
raise money for student scholarships for graduating seniors from Irondale
High School, Mounds View High School, REACH Academy, Area
Learning Center and Adult Basic Education. Each scholarship is for $621,
and the number of scholarships awarded depends on the financial success
of the show. The 2020 Chalkboard Capers show is slated for April 1-4.

Performances
All performances take place at
Mounds View High School
Wednesday, April 1..........5:15 p.m.
Thursday, April 2.............6:30 p.m.
Friday, April 3..................6:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 4..............1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Mounds View
EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

Chalkboard

CAPERS

For more information, please visit:
www.moundsviewschools.org/chalkboardcapers
or email chalkboardcapers@moundsviewschools.org.

ANNUAL
VARIETY SHOW

Spring plays
• Get Smart
Mounds View High School
Thursday, April 23............ 7 p.m.
Friday, April 24................. 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 25............. 1 p.m.
Saturday, April 25............. 7 p.m.

• Almost Maine
Irondale High School
Dates coming soon! Visit
ihsdrama.org for the latest updates.

Music for Mounds View
Join us for a benefit concert featuring student performers that raises money for
pediatric brain tumor research in honor of former Mounds View High School
Student Marit Swenson, who passed away from a brain tumor in 2017. Proceeds
from the concert will benefit the National Brain Tumor Society as well as a
new nonprofit organization founded by the Swenson family. The concert will
take place at Incarnation Lutheran Church (4880 Hodgson Rd., Shoreview) on
Saturday, April 18, from 7–9 p.m.

The concert was founded in 2018 as a memorial for Mounds View students
lost in recent years, with last year’s concert raising over $4,000 for charity. More
information regarding the event will develop within the next two months. You
can contact moundsviewnhs@gmail.com for more information about the event.
SPRING 2020
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
Mounds View launches
Best Buddies program
Last fall, Mounds View partnered with Best Buddies International
to bring a new program to the District. The program pairs students
with intellectual disabilities in a one-on-one friendship with a
student without a disability. Students participate in monthly
chapter events together, but also enjoy time together outside of
school seeing movies, playing games, eating out and more. “It has
been great to see this organization assist in breaking down any
barriers to friendship and really shift the culture here at Mounds
View High School,” says special education teacher Mackenzie
Keimig.

Students built gingerbread houses as part of the Best Buddies program.
From left to right: Shawn Conlin, Anne Floeder, Ella Nyholm and Libby
DeYoung.

Snail Lake students visit seniors
In a long-held tradition, kindergartners from Snail Lake Education
Center recently visited Scandia Shores to spend time with the
residents of the senior living facility. Students walked across the
street to the facility
and spent the day
singing for the
residents, making
crafts and enjoying a
snack together.
Kindergartner Grace
Pearson works on
a craft at Scandia
Shores as part of
Snail Lake’s visit in
November.
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School Resource Officer brings
smiles with daily sketches
School Resource Officer DeDominces, or “Dedo” as
the students call him, draws caricature and cartoon
sketches along with positive messages on a hallway
white board for students at Bel Air Elementary School
to see daily. Officer Dedo says he enjoys sketching to
put a smile on kids’
faces, help them
through a tough
day or teach them
positive life
lessons.

Highview teachers appear on TV
Sixth-grade science teachers Eddie Chamberlain and
Mindy Mallinger from Highview Middle School guest
starred on a February episode of PBS-Twin Cities’
Hands on Science, a children’s science show where
real-life science educators perform their best
experiments with the help of a young studio audience.
The pair taught the audience about the difference
between physical and chemical changes.

Turtle Lake receives ExxonMobil grant
Thanks to the efforts of Tony Rammer at Exxon of Shoreview, Turtle
Lake Elementary School was awarded a $500 ExxonMobil Educational
Alliance grant to provide materials for the school’s upcoming Family
Science and Engineering Night on April 28.
For more than five years, The Works museum, a hands-on
engineering and design museum, has brought activities to Turtle Lake
for third- through fifth-graders and their families. About 250 students
and parents work together to become engineers; working together to
solve challenges, experiment with materials, test structure designs
and create products that they are able to take home.
Funded by the ExxonMobil corporation, the Educational Alliance
program is designed to provide Exxon retailers like Mr. Rammer with
an opportunity to invest in science, technology, engineering and math
(STEM) education within the community.
Sharon Kjellberg, Barb Kettering and Hal Schulz helped
install Pinewood’s new Little Free Library, donated
by retired members of Mounds View Education
Association.

Little Free Library

Principal Darin Johnson and Turtle Lake students accept a check from
Exxon of Shoreview manager Tony Rammer. Through an ExxonMobil grant
program, Mr. Rammer donated $500 to the school’s Family Science and
Engineering Night.

Pinewood Elementary School recently received
a gift of a Free Little Library from the Mounds
View Education Association’s retired teachers and
Executive Board. Little Free Libraries inspire a love
of reading, build community and spark creativity by
fostering neighborhood book exchanges. Mounds
View Education Association purchased and
installed the library, while Friends of the Ramsey
County Library supplied the books, and Landmark
Estates apartment community provided the space.
Retired teachers will continue regular maintenance
of the library, located on the south end of the school
parking lot.

Donate before April 12 to Minnesota FoodShare
Minnesota FoodShare is a statewide
campaign that raises hunger awareness
and promotes donations to local food
shelves. A portion of all pounds of
food and dollars donated
to the Ralph Reeder Food
Shelf between March 1 and
April 12 will be matched by
Minnesota FoodShare.
The goal is to bring in
130,000 pounds of food and
dollars (combined) to directly

benefit families in the Mounds View
Public Schools community via the Ralph
Reeder Food Shelf.

Ways you can help:
1. Drop off food or hygiene
donations at any school
throughout the District or
at the Ralph Reeder Food
Shelf (2544 Mounds View
Blvd., Mounds View) Monday
through Friday 9 a.m. – noon.

Visit www.ralphreederfoodshelf.org
for a list of most-needed items.
2. Make a cash or online donation
at www.ralphreederfoodshelf.org.
For every dollar donated, the food
shelf can purchase up to $8 worth
of food. Checks can be made out
to the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf
and mailed to 2544 Mounds View
Blvd., Mounds View, MN, 55112.
Questions? Call 651-621-6280.
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
Edgewood celebrates Community Day
Edgewood Change Agents (ECA), a student leadership
group at Edgewood Middle School, planned and
organized Edgewood Community Day in January. Staff
and ECA members welcomed students into the school
with cheers, signs and high-fives. Teachers also planned
lessons that encouraged community-building and kindness
in their classrooms. After school, ECA collaborated with
the school’s Unified Club to make sandwiches for The
Sandwich Project, a local program that strives to feed
homeless and less fortunate families in the Twin Cities.

Staff and
students greet
students with
high-fives, cheers
and encouraging
signs at
Edgewood
Middle School’s
Community Day
in January.

Students spearhead climate resolution
In a student-led effort, three Irondale High School students were among
a student, teacher and parent group that asked the School Board to
commit to 100% clean energy by 2030. Senior Lily Cartier, junior Sabrina
Deriche and sophomore Iman Deriche, all members of the Irondale
Environmental Club, spearheaded a clean energy plan and presented it
to the School Board last fall. To reach their goal, they wanted to add more
solar panels to District buildings and remove single-use plastic, including
straws, in school cafeterias.
The proposed resolution included committing to a District-wide goal of
achieving 100% clean electricity by 2030. The School Board eventually
approved the resolution, supporting and potentially extending the
District’s existing rooftop solar installations, which could save schools
nearly $1 million in electricity costs over the next 25 years.
In addition to committing to 100% renewable energy by 2030,
the Board also agreed to consider increasing energy efficiency as
replacements for fossil fuel infrastructure and continue to support efforts
to provide student learning opportunities related to renewable energy
when aligned to District curriculum.

Students Lily Cartier, Sabrina Deriche and Iman Deriche celebrate the passage
of a clean energy resolution at a Board meeting this past fall.
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Viktor the Viking
visits Island Lake
In November, Viktor the Viking visited Island
Lake Elementary School to present “Viktor’s
Quest to S.T.O.P. Bullying,” a program that
highlights the Minnesota Vikings’ mission to
empower students to stop bullying in their
schools. As part of the program, Mrs. House
and student Charlie Collins were recognized
as Defenders of Kindness for going above and
beyond to stand up, take action, open up and
protect.
Parent Chris Bale nominated Island Lake for the
special visit after finding out about the drawing
through his company, and Minnesota Vikings
sponsor, COUNTRY Financial. COUNTRY
Financial also donated $500 to Kindness
Defender Mrs. House to buy new supplies for
her classroom.

Island Lake students gather around Viktor the
Viking to learn how to stop bullying in their school.
Viktor visited the school as part of the Viktor’s
Quest to Stop Bullying program through the
Minnesota Vikings.

In service to others
Chippewa choir makes blankets

For the past eight years, Chippewa Middle School choir students
have made over 100 blankets to donate to homeless shelters in the
Minneapolis and St. Paul area. This year, the blankets were donated to
Model City homeless shelters in St. Paul.
Choir teacher Diane Hershey brought materials for fleece tie
blankets, and the choir students worked on making the cozy blankets
as they talked about the cold Minnesota winter. Bringing joy to those
less fortunate is a passion of the choir students, and they don’t stop at
making blankets. They have also rung bells for the Salvation Army and
written hundreds of letters to veterans and soldiers around the world.

Turtle Lake joins
‘Food to Hogs’ program

With guidance from school staff, students at Turtle
Lake sort their uneaten lunches into organics,
recycling and trash. The organics are then sent to a
local farm for pig feed.

Elementary students
‘Shop with a Cop’

Students at Chippewa Middle School cozy up with a few of the blankets they
made and donated to homeless families in St. Paul this winter.

Gorilla on the roof

Dressed as a gorilla, principal
Lindsey Samec greeted
students from the roof of
Valentine Hills Elementary
School after the school doubled
its goal for donations to the
Ralph Reeder Food Shelf.

This winter, Valentine Hills CARES
Council led a food drive for Ralph
Reeder Food Shelf. After doubling
their goal to collect 1,000 pounds
of food with additional cash
donations, principal Lindsey Samec
planned a special reward for her
students. She braved the December
cold and dressed up in a gorilla suit to
greet students from the rooftop during
recess. She also made her way down
onto the playground and snow hill to
spend time with fourth-grade students,
who brought in the most donations.

The Ramsey County Sheriff's Office partnered
with Mounds View Public Schools to host its
fifth-annual Shop with a Cop event in December,
a community-building event that helps students
in the District shop for their families during the
holidays. The event supported children from Turtle
Lake, Island Lake and Valentine Hills, as well as
children in surrounding cities. During the event,
each student was paired with a deputy and headed
to the Shoreview Target to go shopping and wrap
the gifts.
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WITH HONORS
Irondale math teacher becomes a
National Board Certified Teacher

Turtle Lake teacher awarded Rising
Star in Economic Education

Irondale mathematics teacher Andrea Butler finished her
certification to become a National Board Certified Teacher.
National Board Certification was designed to develop, retain
and recognize accomplished teachers as well as generate
ongoing professional improvement. The process requires
that teachers demonstrate standards-based evidence of the
positive effect they have on student learning. They must
exhibit a deep understanding of their students, content
knowledge, use of data and assessments and teaching practice.
It is widely considered one of the most respected professional
certifications available in education, with over 125,000
teachers certified.

Michelle Morse-Wendt, fourthgrade Turtle Lake Elementary
School teacher, was selected
by the Minnesota Council on
Economic Education (MCEE)
for the 2019 Rising Star in
Economic Education Award.
Morse-Wendt received this
award in recognition of her
commitment to excellence
in economic education in
the category of grades K-8.
Morse-Wendt was honored in
December at St. Catherine
University.
“Ms. Morse-Wendt’s
innovative and creative lessons
engage students and allow
them to gain an understanding
of how economics relates
to their everyday lives,” said
Colleen Gray, Education Director
at MCEE.

Michelle Morse-Wendt
receives the 2019
Rising Star in Economic
Education Award from
the Minnesota Council
on Economic Education
(MCEE).

‘Service to Youth’ awards
Irondale math teacher Andrea Butler (left) receives her National
Board Certified Teacher certification from Peggy Brookins (far
right), CEO and President of the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards.

Highview teacher named Social
Studies Teacher of the Year
Stacey Olinger of Highview Middle School has been

named Teacher of the Year by the Minnesota Council
for Social Studies. Olinger received the award at a
ceremony in March.
“She has done an outstanding job teaching the
students about Minnesota history,” says Highview
Middle School principal Sheila Eller. “Ms. Olinger is
always engaging in a variety of activities and has many
guest speakers visit her classroom, ranging from leaders
in our local government to an expert about Minnesota
wild rice. Our students receive a great experience in
her classroom.”

16

School Talk

SPRING 2020

Recipients of the 2020 “Service to Youth” award from
Northeast Youth & Family Services included seniors
Ignatius Ejiofor (Irondale), Hufsa Ahmed (Mounds
View) and physical education/health paraprofessional
Chris Torvi (Highview and Irondale).

Two teachers
become candidates
for Minnesota
Teacher of the Year
Two District teachers were nominated
for the prestigious Minnesota Teacher
of the Year award. Both Lisa Eldred,
from Chippewa Middle School,
and Abby Scott, from Pinewood
Elementary School, have accepted
their nominations and completed the
required materials to become eligible
for the honor. Over the coming weeks, a
25-member panel of community leaders
will name a group of semifinalists and
finalists. The winner will be announced
Sunday, May 3, in St. Paul.

Presidential Award for Excellence
Michael Larson, an Irondale High School math teacher, received a Presidential

Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching from the National
Science Foundation. It’s the highest honor bestowed by the United States
specifically for K-12 science, technology, engineering, mathematics and/or
computer science
teaching. Awards
are given to STEM
or computer science
teachers from each of
the 50 states.
Irondale math teacher
Michael Larson accepts
the Presidential
Award for Excellence
in Mathematics and
Science Teaching in
Washington D.C. in
October.

National coach of the year finalist

Lisa Eldred

Abby Scott

Mounds View orchestra
director wins award

Ross Fleming, Mounds View High School boys’ cross country and track head
coach, has been named a finalist for two national coach of the year honors. The
2020 National High School Athletic Coaches Association selected him based
on longevity, service to high school athletics, honors, championship years and
winning percentage. He is among eight finalists who will be honored at a national
convention in Nebraska this July. The U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country
Coaches Association (USTFCCCA) selected Fleming as the Minnesota finalist for
the High School Coach of the Year award based on the boys’ cross country team’s
performance in the 2019 year.

Mounds View High School’s orchestra
director Lucas Shogren was awarded
the Master Teacher: School Orchestra
Award from the Minnesota String
& Orchestra Teachers Association
(MNSOTA). The award honored
Shogren for serving
as an outstanding
orchestra director
in a school
program. He was
recognized at
the MNSOTA
fall luncheon in
October.
Lucas Shogren
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WITH HONORS
DECA students
participate in mock
interview process
Mounds View DECA students
completed mock interviews with
volunteers from Medtronic to learn
about career research, goal-setting,
job applications, resumes, cover
letters and how to interview.

Mounds View
students elected
SkillsUSA state
officers
SkillsUSA Minnesota elected Mounds
View High School junior Sydney Dvorak
and sophomore Jacqueline Pennington
to serve as 2020 State Officers. SkillsUSA
prepares students to be high-performance
workers by providing quality education
experiences for students in leadership,
teamwork, citizenship and character
development.
Read more about SkillsUSA in
SchoolTalk+ (moundsviewschools.org/
schooltalkplus)

Mounds View junior Sydney Dvorak and
sophomore Jacqueline Pennington were
elected to serve as SkillsUSA State
Officers for 2020.

Irondale’s Bye Bye Birdie wins award

Senior Jessica Stonehouse shows off her
resume as she prepares to participate in
a mock interview with Medtronic.

Irondale High School’s fall musical Bye Bye Birdie received top honors with the
Spotlight Education Program sponsored by the Hennepin Theater Trust. In addition
to many students receiving honors, the production was also awarded Outstanding
Overall Production. Members from the Irondale Drama club will perform at the
Spotlight Awards Showcase in June.
See more about Irondale Drama and the full list of honors in SchoolTalk+
(moundsviewschools.org/schooltalkplus)

Mounds View DECA
chapter earns Thrive
Level recognition
For the fifth year in a row, Mounds
View High School DECA has earned
Thrive Level recognition from
International DECA, Inc. for its
community service and promotional
chapter campaigns. Activities to earn
this recognition included presenting
Halloween safety tips in a fun and
engaging way to Turtle Lake, Island
Lake and Valentine Hills first-grade
students. Students also participated in
the Week of Giving and collected funds
and food donations of over $6,500 for
the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf.
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Irondale Drama presented their fall musical, Bye Bye Birdie.

Irondale
orchestra honors

Irondale concert choir performs at State Choral Director’s Fall Convention.
See more choir photos in SchoolTalk+ (moundsviewschools.org/schooltalkplus)

Irondale High School choir and orchestra students
participate in All-Conference performances

Irondale orchestra seniors Murah
Hsiung and Daniel Yoo performed in
the 2019-20 All-State Orchestra in
February at Orchestra Hall in St. Paul,
where Hsiung held the principal
viola position. In preparation for the
honor, both students participated in a
weeklong camp held at the University
of Minnesota Duluth last summer.
Hsuing and Yoo also participated in
a side-by-side with the Minnesota
Orchestra of sectionals and rehearsals
with a culminating performance in
October.

2020 National Merit
Scholar Commended
students
The following students were named
Commended Students in the 2020
National Merit Scholarship Program:

Irondale High School
Amanda Hertzel
Juliet Jaszewski
Lindsey Preston
Connor Rautio
Ricco Venterea

Mounds View High School
Irondale AllConference choir
students (from
left to right):
Conor Stone,
Tristan Koster,
Hannah Sawyer,
Eddie Renshaw,
Sofia Johnson, Joe
Sorenson, Marion
Mangoura, Jolene
Brown and Caden
Pichotta (not
pictured).

Irondale All-Conference orchestra students (from left to right):
Annabelle Hosmer (cello), Murah Hsiung (viola), Lorena Gil-Mora
(violin), Leah Morris (violin), Kaylea Nelson (violin), Amanda
Rodgers (cello), Ricco Venterea (cello), Simon Alexander (violin)
and Maddie Parks (bass).

Levi Dohman
Michael Gennaro
Sean Goldman
Charlotte Hamilton
Zachary Hoglund
Lauren Koehler
Renee Lee
Emily Marx
Elena Pierson
Kimberly Shen
Peter Tran
Daniel Wang
Leon Wang
Meryl Wang
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SPORTS UPDATE

MOUNDS VIEW
FALL SPORTS
Swimming
The girls’ swim team took second place in the Section
True Team Meet in October. Senior Annie Moen won the 50
Freestyle with senior Zoe Rylander finishing third. In October,
the team placed sixth place for fastest team overall at the
True Team State meet at the University of Minnesota.

Volleyball
The girls’ volleyball team made it to the section semifinal match
against North St. Paul.

Football
Megan West, Ali Misialek,
Annie Moen and Zoe Rylander

Tennis
The girls’ tennis team was named Conference Champions
and Section 4AA champions. The doubles teams were also
champions consisting of Amanda Diao (freshman)/Katerina
Smiricinschi (freshman) and Molly Austin (sophomore)/Paige
Trondson (senior) who advanced to individual state.

The Mustangs
won their section
and made it to the
quarterfinal game
in the state football
tournament.
Players also
hosted a number
of events this
summer and early
fall that connected
elementary,
middle and high
school students.
Senior Tommy Woldt (left) and freshman
Youth Football
Will Skundberg (right) at a joint Youth
Football Association game with the high
Association teams
school in September.
took the field with
the high school
team in August and again for a football game in September.
Throughout the season, weekly varsity team dinners included
students from Mounds View High School’s feeder schools.

Cross country: girls and boys

Row 1: Amanda Diao, Katerina Smiricinschi; Row 2: Elena
Bartels, Emma Sun, Annika Lindgren, Hannah Lindgren;
Row 3: Katia Bartels, Sanjana Pattanaik; Row 4: Ella Roesler,
captain Paige Trondson, captain Leah Brandt and Molly Austin.
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The girls’ cross country team was led by senior captains Morgan
Dahl, Jessie Tollander and Belle Berggren. Both varsity and junior
varsity finished in the top half of every race and improved their
position in every race from last year to this year. They placed sixth
in the conference and second in the section.
The boys’ varsity team won all but one regular-season races
this season, including conference, sections, state and regionals.
See the back cover for more information.

WINTER SPORTS

Signings

Gymnastics
The Mounds View/Irondale gymnastics
team won the White Bear Lake
Invitational in December. Sophomore
Kaylee Bateman (vault, bars and floor)
advanced to state.

The student athletes pictured above signed their letters of intent in November: Ian
Bahn (baseball, South Dakota State University), Brett Bateman (baseball, University of
Minnesota), Lindsey Becher (basketball, Concordia, St. Paul), Robert Hogan (baseball,
North Iowa Area Community College), Ike Mezzenga (baseball, North Iowa Area Community
College) and Alli Misialek (swim and dive, University of Wisconsin–Green Bay).

Girls’ basketball
Senior Lindsey Becher broke the
Mustang scoring record in January in a
game against White Bear Lake.

Lilly Nowatzke (soccer, Western Oregon University) and Finn Sokolowski (track and cross
country, Loyola University of Chicago) signed letters of intent in February.

Find the Mounds View Mustangs
on Twitter @GoMVMustangs

Senior Lindsey Becher smiles with
her parents after breaking the all-time
Mustang scoring record in January.
Becher is planning to play basketball for
Concordia, St. Paul, in the fall.

Follow us on Facebook at
facebook.com/MoundsViewHighSchool

Track co-curricular
activities on your
mobile devices.
Search MOUNDS VIEW
PUBLIC SCHOOLS in
the app store.

For the most up-to-date news, visit the
Activities and Athletics website at
www.moundsviewschools.org/moundsview.
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SPORTS UPDATE

IRONDALE

Gymnastics
Congratulations to the Mounds View/Irondale girls’ gymnastics team
on their second place finish at the Section 4AA meet. Sophomore Julia
Clark (all around) advanced to state.

Signings

Jaylyn Ahlberg (sophomore), Ella Cisneros (junior), Amber Pietruszewski
(sophomore), Liv Gehring (junior), Kaylee Bateman (sophomore), Julia Clark
(sophomore), Beth Whalen (senior) and Carly Bazille (sophomore).

Nordic ski
Despite sub-zero wind chills before the meet, Irondale Nordic skiing
had a great showing at the state meet in February.
Ahmed Berry (football, University of Wisconsin-River
Falls) and Diego Hernandez (football, University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire) signed letters of intent.

AAA Award
Senior Iva Hammitt-Kess was
awarded the AAA Award by the
Region 5AA Committee. The AAA
award recognizes and honors high
school seniors who have excelled
in the classroom, on the athletic
field and in the fine arts.

Track co-curricular activities on your mobile
devices Search MOUNDS VIEW PUBLIC
SCHOOLS in the app store.
Irondale Knights on
Twitter @GoIrondale
facebook.com/
IrondaleHighSchool
For the most up-to-date news, visit
the Activities and Athletics website at
www.moundsviewschools.org/irondale.
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Top: Elizabeth VanLoon: 135th/159 skiers; Left: Siri Stolen: 131st/159
skiers; Right: Declan Rodefeld: 87th/156 skiers.

Robotics

Cross country

Irondale’s robotics team KnightKrawler hosted a
competition with 26 teams in attendance using a field built
by its parent volunteers. The team is competing at two
regional competitions in March. Find them competing at
Williams Arena in Minneapolis, March 26-27.

Freshman Emily Ellingson participated in the Minnesota State High
School League (MSHSL) state tournament.
The boys’ cross country team came in first at the St. MichaelAlbertville Invitational and third at the Elks Invitational. Sophomore
Felix Ongera made All Conference honorable mention and was an
individual qualifier for the MSHSL state meet.

Captain Simon Alexander (junior), Tyler Merrell (junior), Felix
Ongera (sophomore), captain David Fluth (senior) and Kalid Danko
(sophomore).

Wrestling
Sophomore Ciocci Venterea, mentor Pete Awker, mentor Nate
Cmiel and senior Kyle Warren (build captain) take the robot
off the climbing apparatus at the end of a match.

The wrestling team (co-op with Spring Lake Park and St. Anthony)
finished strong this past season. The team won its first section
team match since 2012 and qualified four wrestlers for the state
tournament.

Tennis

Basketball

Girls’ tennis finished seventh in the conference and eighth in the section.
Emily Rupp and co-captain Annie Lyngdal earned All-Conference. Kate McGuire
and co-captain Sydney Nguyen earned All-Conference honorable mention.

Junior Dora Okpara (center) won the Minnesota
Girls’ Basketball Hub Award and joined the
1,000 point club in February.

The team qualified as an All-State Academic Gold Winner (average GPA above
3.75) and had five individual All-State academic winners: Sydney Nguyen, Kate
McGuire, Lily Mork, Katie Gunderman and Samantha Chock.

Seniors Isadora Androff, Katie Gunderman, Samantha Chock, Kathleen McGuire,
Sydney Nguyen, Annie Lyngdal and Claire Alexander.

Junior Dora Okpara joined Irondale’s 1,000 Point
Club in February.
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2019 boys’
cross country
For the first time in school history, the Mounds
View High School boys’ cross country team won
the state championship. The team captured the
Class AA title with a one-point victory over Eden
Prairie. The Mustang runners went on to repeat as
Nike Cross Regional champions, beating teams
from six other states and earning a trip to the Nike
Cross National race in Portland, Oregon, where they
finished 19th in the nation.

Fastest in the statete region)
(and 7-sta

Front row: Alec Nelson
(All-state), Finn
Sokolowski (All-state),
Will Sacay. Back row:
assistant coach Aaron
Thompson, Santino
Preciado, Elliot McArthur,
Matthew Miller,
Nathaniel Apostol, head
coach Ross Fleming.

Senior Finn Sokolowski
savors the state victory.

Senior
Alec Nelson
celebrates
another regional
championship.

Senior Will Sacay powers
through the state competition.

